








’ I ended the call and Talked To Joe about it crying my heart ouf, “They are
checking on her nofes with her pafienis. Soon, they will visit those who
are disgruniled." He hugged me nlfil I could sfop crying.
Then, I gof a call from Maryanne. She asked, “Did you hear what hap- 5
g pened fo Sharon?" I said, "No. What happened? Is she alright?" He an-
. swered, "She was robbed while she was in her store! The person shot
—Ey her five times." She slarfed crying as she went on, “She is in the hospilal
on a ventfilafor!” This wasn' something I was expecting at this fime. My
~ hear! couldn' stop beafing faster. [ said, "I wonder how Ann is doing. I
~ will call her!" Maryanne mentioned, “Ann did call, and they fold her that
she is sfable now." I questioned, "Did they know whaf was Taken?" Mary-
anne replied, "I donT know anything else." I was so Troubled. I asked,
“Maryanne, do you want fo go and see Sharon? Even though she is on
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pick you up. I'think I will bring Spot Too; she always loved his presence.
They say dogs are good for people in the hospifal.” :
Maryanne agreed, "Good idea!" I added, “Besides, i will help me clear

my heart about Chrisfina unfil I hear from Adam again,"



immedialely called Adam and asked, "Are you going fo stay with Christina’s investigation, or
are you going fo check out whdf happened To Sharon?" Adam replied, "The forensic feam had
gone over every part and found no prints except Sharon and Ann’s. Someone erased all the
others!" | replied, "That's inferesting because there had fo be customer's prints." He menfioned,
“[ falked fo Ann and asked her where she was." Adam could hear the surprise in my voice. "It
is cusfomary, Lynn, since they are partners. She was riding in her ring, and her helper can
vouch for her. Thdf validafed her alibi. Adam reiferdled that he had no idea who could have
done this." He also menfioned, “What they fook was money and expensive pieces of jewelry
for men and women." He added, “I'm staying here at your sister's. I have other deectives
and the forensic Team doing Sharon's invesfigafion. I am making calls from here about her
case. [ will not leave unfil she is safel" I started fo cry again, “I don't think I will have any
Tears left To cry when she is safe, ouf of happiness.”




['fook ancther shower fo keep myself Together. |
Spot was inside with me. He was covered with dirt as he plays outside with Daisy Mae all day =
long. We both came out shiny and clean. I puf a blve ribbon around his neck. Then, I gof
dressed in jeans and a colorful blouse. Spof pranced down the hall. I think he was happy
affer gefling cleaned. He stood by the door as [ made coffee To carry with me along with a
Tred for him. The tredt will hopefully get him away from Daisy Mael As I opened the door. he
ran info the barn To see his love without looking here or there. What a lovely couple! I thought
as [ giggled. I wentTo gef his leash while he was licking her face, and she was licking him.
They look so beaufiful Together. I mentioned To Joe and George, "I was going To The hospital To
see Sharon. I hope she will know we are there. Also, I am Taking Spot with me. She loves him!"
Joe and George both said, “Thal's awesome.” George added, It is sad what happened to
Sharon. I hope she is healing." “Joe, call me if you hear from Adam about my sisfer. I won
: have a signal in the hospifal.”




[ got in the car and placed Spot in the harness next fo me. I picked up Maryanne, and Spof
Thought he should stay in the front. I fold him fo move df the back, and he just looked af me
and laid down. Maryanne laughed and said, *I will get in the back." They are such a stubborn
breed. They made me laugh, though. The hospilal was about three miles down the road.
_ We parked the car, and it beeped behind us as we went Towards the reception desk.
~ The recepfionist made a fuss about Spol, buf he always made me proud. He was acling like a
king. I asked The receplionist, "What room is Sharon in?" She replied, “She is in infensive care.
Her parlner is with her." I said To Maryanne, “This way, we could Talk To Ann."




As we enfered the room and saw Ann, she came over o us. Spot did a low growl
af Ann. “That's odd, Ann," Ann backed vp and saf down again.

I said, "I's ok, Spoti* He just sfood there and wafched Ann. Spof's tail was in the air,
and he was on alerl. I stepped Towards Sharon, and Spot put his paws on The bed
and licked her hand. Maryanne said, “He could sense that she is ill." I walched
her finger move up, lefling us know we were There. I said To Spof, "Keep licking.
She likes if and knows we are here." Tears rolled down my cheeks and dropped
on Spot's fur. He kept licking. I saw Ann was surprised by the look on her face.
She said, "I am so glad she can Tell someone is here. I Talk To her, but I get no
response.” I mentioned, "Ann, I think Sharon falls in and out of sleep. If she is
sleeping, she will nof hear you with the noises of all the machines.” Ann sfood up
and went To hold her hand. Spot starfed that low growl again. I was flustered as To
why he was doing this. Maryanne said, *I think Spot is being profective of Sharon."
"You are right, I agree." I leaned down and whispered fo Spof, “Ann is good, and
she will not hurt Sharon," He stopped growling but was sfill on alert. We kissed
Sharon, and as we were leaving. The Docfor came in. I asked him, "How is she?"
He answered, "She was doing good. She is stable, and we Took ouf The bullefs. She
will be on The ventilafor for a week so she can breathe befter and nof slrain her-
self since her chestfook a bedling." He was not sure as fo when she would go
home. We kissed Ann goodbye, but Spof would not go near her. We drove home,
and [ invifed Maryanne for dinner.




3  We sdt in the living room with a glass of wine and discussed that Spof was odd. [
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9 said, "I guess you are right, Maryanne, that he was profecting Sharon.”
We had a gredt dinner of Macaroni with cheese, salad, and more wine. I fold Joe
and Sandy, "It was strange what had happened with Spof about Ann. He growled
af her and was not comfortable with her there." Joe replied, “Spot isn' like thaf,
but he is going To be a fdther. Maybe being away from Daisy Mae made his
thought process change and become profecfive. He is profective of Daisy Mae."
& | laughed and replied, "I find if odd since he isnt a human, and yef we are falking =
as if he is," He could nof wait To gef out of the car and run info the barn.
Maryanne fold me af dinner, “There are people I vefted who want bull terrier
= puppies. No outstanding prospects yel.* Maryanne lefl, and I was ready to go info
\’ " the bedroom when someone knocked on the door. "I will get it Joe said. He
N\ opened the door, and It was Adam. He asked, “May I come in?"
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heard his voice and went back down 1o the living room o hear what he had fo say. I though
il had To be imporiant since if was ldle. “Hi Adam, Is everything ok with my sister?" [ asked,
“Tell me you found her. I am so worried." He assured me, “They are sfill checking all the
.~ people. We have not received a call for ransom yel. Which is odd, buf probably it has nothing
To do with money," He s, and Joe served him a drink. Adam asked, "I wanfed To know how
Sharon was when you visited her Today." I saf with Adam and Told him, “She knew we were _, P
with her. I fook Spof with us because I know she likes him. She liffed her finger when he licked
her. Spof growled df Ann for no reason. I think he was profecling Sharon.” Adam sighed. He =
replied, “I have absolufely no suspecis. We have inferviewed several people she has business ¥
with or is a friend, and everyone has an alibi. I don' feel any one of them was involved.” %@l
Adam said To me, "Can I ask you a favor?" [ replied, “Sure." He asked," Could you and Mary-
anne help with this invesfigaion since Sharon is a good friend. Besides, I want fo sfay with
your sister's invesfigaion. You could do more with Sharon's friends. They will falk fo you
before a deteclive. [ said, "I would ask Maryanne fomorrow. I'm sure she will wantto help.
You need To give me the list of people you spoke fo. Maryanne and I will brainsform how fo go
about this.” I added, I will also ask Ann over for dinner and talk To her about the business
and ask if Sharon felf anyone was upset with her." He said, “Thanks!" Before he leff and [
"= wenito bed, he got a call from the police af my sister's house. The policeman said, "We found
" afew people who have a rap sheef and have been in jail for kidnapping a family's child. We .
| %, are bringing Them in for investigation. [ hope it goes well. They were both patiens of Christi-
na's." Adam Told me about the phone call. [ was happy. "Thanks, Adam," I replied.
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”1 wenTo bed bu kept Tossing and Turning. I saw Sharon in my dreams geffing shol. I saw mySe
sister getling yanked out of the car. I suddenly woke up slarfled. Joe hugged me and said,
"Lynn, you had a nighfmare." [ immedidfely called Adam 1o see how the invesfigafion was

going. He answered on the firsf call. "Adam, how is if going with The invesfigafion?" He .
¥ answered, "We brought the Two suspecs in, and they are sfill inferrogating them. [ will call you ¥

if one of them gives if up.” [ said, “Ok, I await your call, Adam." I hung up the phone call and
called Maryanne.




& | asked, "Would you like o help Adam with Sharon'’s investigation? He felt g
since we were nof the police, we can probably Talk free with her
friends." She said, "I am done with all the velling. Now the puppies need
To grow To be 8 weeks old! [ will follow-up Two weeks before. So, yes! [
am ready Yo investigafe.” I said To Maryanne, “I thought maybe we
i should gef our license as a PL." She added, "It would be interesting figur-
R, .ing oul all kinds of Things Thal happen in This Town. It is a small Town but ¢
so much goes on in Ausfin in a week."




?Joe and [ had a candlelight dinner. We needed some infimacy. I was so'S8
i lovely and quiet for us. Joe said, "I do Think That your sister will be found 3
unharmed. If seems thal someone was holding a grudge and wanfed fo
gel people upsel." I replied, "I do undersland whdl you are saying,
and I hope what you are saying is true." Joe said o cheer up my mood,
"We need o go on another rescue Lynn. Where do you want fo go?* He
added, “We did not gef To go To South Korea yel. That should be fun." 3
& - "Yes, you are right. I want Elizabeth. She was finding a velerinarian in. ;%
South Korea To lef us know what is happening in that area. So much has
$ gone on, [ forgol To ask her. I also want Maryanne to come with us."
“That is fine, Lynn," said Joe. We Toasted our next adventure. Sandie
made a gredf dinner of rib eye, asparagus, and sweet poldfoes. After
dinner, we saf in the living room and continved To discuss our nexf trip
with the Spof family.Joe excitedly said, “Lef's plan on six weeks. [ can
confact some brokers, vet them, and decide. How does that sound?"
§ [ 'replied, “Awesomel". We finished our drink and headed fo The shower 4
' and sleep.




l The neximorning, Maryanne came in the house singing that she was an

investigalor. I slarted To laugh. "Sit down and have coffee, and we will
" leave," I said. We jumped info my car and wenit o Adam fo gef the list of _
¥ the people he has spoken with. [ explained To Adam about our plan,
‘ "Adam, I will have Ann come over and see if there is anyone we need To
falk fo." We sfraightened our backs and walked out of the police sfation
like we were meant To do this. I said fo Maryanne, "Firsl, we need To go,
see Ann on the ranch."




 As we pulled info the driveway, we saw her riding her horse Sapphire.
- She saw us and dismounted. [ waved dt her and said, “Hey Ann! WariTo
b | come fo lunch with us? We can calch up on Sharon." She let her horse
graze and came ouf of the ring. “Let me Take a quick shower and gef %
dressed. There is a new Mexican resfavrant I meant o Try. Would you
N like To go?" Ann asked. “Surel" I replied. Vs
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#We jumped info my car and went To the reslaurant Ann suggesled. If smelled awe-S
& some! We ordered a Mexican martini, and I sfarfed fo ask her how Sharon is now.
We did not fell her That Adam asked us To help with the investigdtion. I asked her
about Sharon, and she replied emotionally, "According To the Docfor, Sharon is The
same. She is slill unconscious and unresponsive. [ will wail To hear from the doclor
& again foday." I haven't heard anything from Adam as fo what he is doing," she §
& added. We did not say anything about Adam. I asked, “Ann, are there any other of
Sharon's friends that she hangs with, but we don't have on the list? Do you guys
hang with The same people? Is there anyone you can think of that would do This To <48
her?" [ said To Ann, "I think This was a premeditdled burglary. Have you seen the
SNfist of whaf Things were missing?" She said, "Yes, I have The list." She did not men-£2
¢ tion what was on the list. We did not menion that we knew from Adam whaf was g
on The list, or else she would have asked how we knew. She Talked about the
people they know. I did nof push her. "Adam thinks it is definifely about Sharon,
and nof the burglary, based on whadf he has seen in the shop and his defeclive
Thought process." Maryanne and I did nof say anything To Ann. It seems affer

observing Ann's conversation that their closest friends are Michael and Palrick.
They live in Fort Worth, Texas. Itis about 1/2 hour from Ann and Sharon's farm 3
B in Waxahachie. Also, she said That They are friends with Kathy and Dick. Ann Told &5
L us That they see them for dinner a lof. [Told her thal we were so concerned about J
our friend, Sharon. It is so sad. We left the restauranf and Took Ann home. She
1 invifed vs in, buf if was ldfe. [Told her thaf it would Take 2 hours for us To get back =
: home.




2 Affer dropping Ann, Maryanne said, “On the way home, Ann seemed 58
2% apdthelic aboul whaf was happening. If it were me, I would be a wreck.” 35
o [ explained To her soflly, “Everyone grieves differently.” I added, "I will “&
report fo Adam what she said. Those names are on our list. I will Tell him
what you thought and see what he felt Talking To Ann. I am ambivalent
. aboul how she was acting. I will Think abouT it." We got back home around ¢
.9 pm. [ was drained buf Thanked God! Everything is well on the rescue. 2
. Maybe I should nof say that. Jinx myself! | asked Maryanne o come A%
Tomorrow. [ Told Joe about our meeling with Ann. He lisfened carefully
and said, "You should not judge her. What happened fo Sharon is tragic. [
am sure she is afraid if Sharon does nof make i, she will be heartbro-
& ken. Maybe she is profecting herself with being apdthefic.” I looked af
b Joe and said, "You are right. I did not think of it thaf way. [ feel sorry for 2
NY Ann." y’s




CHAPTER THREE

FRIENDLY

QUESTIONS! (‘




I woke up the next morning with Spot's face next fo mine. He licked my
forehead and started bredthing genfly on my face. I hugged him and
~asked, "Do you want 1o go oul, buddy?" He slarled wagging his tail. I fook
~ iTas a yes. Daisy Mae was slill sleeping. She was gefling bigger every
1 day. “Come on, Spot* I said as I liffed Spot up and carried him over fo
~.__the kifchen while we left Joe and Daisy sleeping in the room. I poured
"\ the coffee iro The cup and saf oulside with it. It was a gorgeous day.
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[ waved o George and Dan in the barn. They lef all The dogs out inlo the
two rings. All of them were running and playing Together while Spot
wdlched them sitting by my side. [ asked Spof, "Do you wantTo go info the
ring?" He low ered his head and laid down, and I guess that was a “NO."
I starfed 1o think about Ann. I was puzzled by what she expressed To me,
comparing if fo whaf Joe said yeslerday. She has always been
non-commiftal. She is a sfrong woman. For a while, I was upset. I cannof
figure ouf whal's going on, and I do nof wani fo share anything with
Adam df this moment. The role of an investigalor is To collect evidence
before passing judgment, so af this point, she was innocent unlil proven
guilty. A good lesson To learn just by living every day.
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[ heard a car pulling info the yard. If was Maryanne. Spof ran up To her 55
car. [ was happy To see her. She ruffled his head and walked inside To
get coffee. Then, we accompanied each other, wdlching the dogs play-
ing. Maryanne said, "It is relaxing To waich them play and grow info
large fur babies." I replied, "We are planning To organize another fund-
raiser. We have a few more dogs thal need homes. I think if is 20 plus
our fur babies that are boarded. They are in a separadile ring, close To
the other Two. They can sniff each other. Some are neutered, and some
are nol. We have all males, so we can keep them fogether."
Daisy Mae came out Trying To walk. Her belly is growing bigger each
day. She looks so miserable. I gof on The ground and rubbed her belly.
The way she rubbed her hand on my arm made if clear that the rub

was heavenly. Spof came over and started licking her belly. Together i

we made her feel good. Maryanne decided 1o go through the name on ‘s
the list. The first name was Beth's. She lived in Austin. She was single, 48
c

and as per Adam, Beth and Sharon were pariners once they were in
ollege. Beth and Sharon broke up once school was over. They went their
separdle ways bul slill Talked To each other on and off. Beth sees Ann

and Sharon from time o fime.I called Beth and asked her, "Can Mary-
anne and [ come over and Talk about Sharon now?*
Beth replied, "Yeah, sure! I am free. Come right over."



flower garden in the front. The lawn was mowed, giving it homely Touch.
The house was adorable overall. We gof ouf of the car.
[ knocked on the door, and Beth answered. We infroduced ourselves and
| went inside. We saf around the kifchen Table. She served us coffee, rich
and dark, with creamy oaf milk. Maryanne and [ said, “Thank yov."
They had a yellow lab thal was as sweet as it could be. They also had a
black cat that did nof like us. He bil my ankle when I went down To ruffle
 his hair. Just like Rufus! Cafs are so quirky. Beth said, "Maggie the cat
scares Julie the lab." We just laughed.

. -



I asked Beth, “Could you tell us about the relafionship you and Sharon
have now? We are concerned aboul her." I added, "We spoke To Ann
yesterday, and she is just wailing for the Doctor To call her. We had nof
heard from her before we leff the rescue.” Beth I could see was not a
fan of Ann. I could Tell by her body language Thaf there was something
she did nof like. I did nof say anything, buf I thought I would ask her if
they were having problems. “Ann did Tell me that Sharon was sfill nof
doing well. She was there Today, and the Doclor Told her he does not
know the reason behind her illness yet. Even though her surgery went
well, buf she is sfill in a coma. The doclor is unsure of The sifualion. They
are keeping a close eye on her. II seems thal her blood pressure shools
up during The visils, especially whenever Ann comes in." Beth replied.
Here was the in To ask if they were having trouble. So, I asked her, "Were
they having problems? The last time [ saw them Together, they were a
M liMe sassy Towards each other, buf couples do thal." Beth mentioned, il
* "Sharon did tell me that they had a rough paich. Their arguments were “§
usually about money and Ann going out a lot without her." *That's disfurb- |
ing," [ replied sadly. Adam did nof menfion anything about i. I thought
people do nof converse with police The way they do with friends. Adam
was right about asking us To help. [ was enjoying myself as an invesliga- |
Tor. but I was sad df the same Time. We were sfunned at whaf Beth said.
A We lefT her place in half an hour.
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Mary said, *I have seen Ann with Sharon a few Times df dinners."
[ asked, "Do v think there was a riff belween them?" She replied with the
- Tears dripping down her face, "I really don' know. Sharon never said
£ anything like that To me.” There was not much To gef from her excepf she
has been friends with Sharon for about five years. So, we leff affer g
about 25 minutes. I gave her my rescue card and asked her To lef me
& know if she finds ouf anything. She wanted fo know the reason behind <2
. our investigafion. I said, "I am a great friend of Sharon, and [ am Trylng
. To figure ouf every clue thaf could help To nab the culprit.” She was salis=
fied with Thal.
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: I called Adam and asked him if we could come over To see him. ;
he said, "Surel" We picked up lunch for all three of us and wentTo Adam. 3
He forgof it was fime for lunch and felt happy that we brought him a
corned beef sandwich on rye bread. He apprecialed the coffee since,
he was in the downfime during the day. Adam said with a smile; “I
& needed the coffee." Maryanne and [ answered in unison, “We feel the %
$\-same way, Adam!" We Told him everything that we found ouf from Beth-7%
& and Mary. I fold Adam, “Beth, Sharon's previous partner, fold us that S8
g Sharon and Ann were having frouble.” I added, "We will visit Michael and 38
¥ Pairick Tomorrow." Maryanne confinved about our invesligation, “Beth was
Talking openly. I do nof think she likes Ann very much. It could be be~
cavse of whaf Sharon said abouf Ann. They seemed genvine with whaf
y  They said." Adam and I agreed with Maryanne. Adam, then, crossed
X Them off The lisl. We left and went 1o lunch af the new restaurant in Town 2
By called "My Place." We had salads that had everything in Them. Then we. /4
shared a desser. "Now that is a balanced meall" I exclaimed.
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" We wenf fo Forth Worth To see Michael and Palrick. They were friends
with Al and Judy. We were closer To Al and Judy, so we sfopped af Their
place firsl. We inlroduced ourselves, and They welcomed s inside. I Took
Them in confidence by saying, "We were a part of This investigation." If
seemed Thal They were not going 1o Talk unless if was official. I added,
“We are friends of Ann and Sharon, and we are trying fo find the cul-
\pril." Judy said, "Sharon was here last week for dinner. Ann did nof joins2
s because she had other plans.” I asked Judy, “Did Sharon menifion thal S8
she is having a hard fime with Ann?" She replied, "Yes, she was vpset
about il She added, "We had a long discussion, and I menfioned fo her
That she needed To confront Ann To find out the Truth. She was afraid of
what she might hear. [ Told her That was understandable, but she had
She further said, "Ann Told me That There was no improvement in her
g condilion. She was crying. She assured me That she would keep us inThe “&
¥ loop.” [ asked Al about his judgment of the sifuation. He said thal he was
worried abouf Sharon talking fo Ann. He felf thaf Ann could lose if and
yell. Sharon had mentioned that she had done it before when she was
questioned about something. It was now obvious that if would vpsef
Sharon enough nof fo want o confront her, and they both answered,  #
."Yes." We thanked them for The informadfion and assured them That we . A
would pass if on To The defeclive.
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Our next sfop was Michael and Pafrick! Michael answered the doorbell.
We again said thal we were part of the investigation. He reluctantly invit-
|A%  edusin. He was reficent aboul the whole siludion. I menfioned To him
that he seemed somewhdf annoyed with our questions. To which he re=
plied That Ann was one of his best friends and the fact thaf she was a
suspect annoyed him. He knows Sharon, and she can be a "B." I asked
him, "What makes you think thaf she is a suspect?”




Michael said, "The pariner is always the first suspect. Ann gels upsef with every
question That someone asks her." I inquired, "Well, is there another way that could
help police To getTo The boffom of The scenario? The police have questioned all her
friends. Not just her! Have they spoken To you yet?" Michael answered with a
smirk, "Yes, they have, and now you are here talking To me, hoping that | made a
mislake based on whadf I have already said." I shook my head, disapproving his
claim, and said, “Excuse me, bul I have absolutely no idea of what you said To the
police. | am here because I was asked To help since Sharon and Ann are good
friends of mine. I had met you af the parfies as well. Do you really think [ am &=
here To Trick you? Please! We are both friends of Ann and Sharon. Can we df least 7
gather some of the informafion so we can add it fo everything thaf has been said,
" and maybe, just maybe, we can find the person who disliked Sharon so muchfo °
> shoof her five Times and rob her store? It is definifely a hdle crime here." He hung <
his head and realized he wentfToo far. He apologized immedidlely and fold us, |
~ "Ann mentioned fo me that they were having issues. They were seeing a therapist, =
* ., and Ann felf that the Therapist was leaning fowards Sharon. That is why she quit
going fo The session.” He added, "Ann visils us a lof without Sharon.” But then I
noficed a sudden change in his Tone, which I was unable To ignore. Michael
exclaimed, "Ann needed some comfort and validily, and we gave if To her." |
replied soffly To calm him down, “OK, Michael, thanks for being so honest." Pafrick
did nof say a word. [ Turned To him and asked, "What do you Think about the sitva-
tion?" He said, "I agree with every word Michael said."
. | asked, “Tha was if? "He said, “Yes, I do nof have anything To add.” He seemed
\ somewhaf reserved, so we thanked them and lef.




On the drive back home, I was exhausted by the day. Michael wasn't
comforfable with me, I quess. Maryanne thought Palrick was hiding
something. [ asked her, “What is your opinion about Patrick?" since he
didn’ say anything. She said, “Exaclly! If he had said something, Michael
would not have liked it. Didn' you see how he kept looking af Michael as  §
we were Trying To address him?" I answered, I did nol. Michael and his 4
affitude had my complele aftention all the time. I should have paid more/g®

flfention To Palrick.” “I am sorry." I felt disforled as my hand slipped off&
the steering wheel. [ drove weeping all the way! Nothing but fears de- =5
scribed my emofions. I starfed To think about Sharon. Tomorrow I will visit 35
her with Spot once again. I furned To Maryanne and said, "We have fo
figure This oul. I am going To call Adam and Tell him we will be in his
office Tomorrow morning, and then we will visit Sharon. He has been
inferviewing ofher people who knew Sharon. We will gef their names Too."
- She sighed. There was sheer silence as we drove home through quief
sfreefs. | wanted o scream but couldn. The
silence described our sfdle well.




CHAPTER FOUR




4 ..*t__%. I I l1 :
= "4—__“.=En.-— s e

A's we gef back home, I starfed feeling low and went sfraight info the kifchen. Sandie made a
gredt roasfed beef with all the Trimmings for dinner. The aroma of the roasted beef made
my day. [ invifed Daina, George, and Maryanne as we needed To have a few laughs Together.
We enjoyed a few drinks before the dinner was served. It felt relaxing with my second cos-
mopolifan."How was the day, girls?" Joe asked as he walked inside the door. Maryanne
replied, "Joe, it became more inferesling when we saw Michael and Pafrick. We felf that

2
‘ Michael was profeclive of Ann. His behavior was oufrageous following The quesfions." Joe

replied, "Thou who protest foo much... Hmm, [ did nof think of that. I am not inclined To think <
Michael and Patrick haled Sharon that much. What I think is, he was profecting Ann because -
she was a suspect.” I sighed and asked Daina, "Ok, how are the dogs?" Daina replied, “I
helped the guys fo wash and groom all of them. We placed ribbons on all of them. If was
hllarlous. and you covld Tell from the way they wagged their Tail they like it a lof. I paid special
uﬂenfon To Daisy Mae."She added with a smile on her face, "Elizabeth came Today and Told us
. Thal we had To wail just Two more weeks. Those pups were running around in the belly. She
felf uncomfortable as I washed her with a plush waer pillow and rubbed her belly unfil she
fell asleep. I lefl her there with soft music and Spof lying next To her. I am sure she needed
That alfenfion because of her miserable condifion.” We enjoyed our dinner while discussing
whaf kind of vacalion we wanfed To go on. [ said, “The Caribbean for sure." Maryanne said,
"YEAHI" Daina was on it foo. We were planning for a girly trip without our husbands and &
". A -boyfriends. We all said, "YESI" in unison. I said goodnightTo all and leff Joe with Sandie To - ‘e
clean up the table.




g | went info The bedroom with my heart pounding. There I saw Daisy Mae ‘g
lying on her back. Spot went to Daisy Mae and sfarfed licking her belly. I 38
asked Spof, "Do you want me 1o rub her belly?" “Woof Woof" He replied
and scared me half To death with his voice. I Took a deep bredth and laid
down on The floor while rubbing her belly. She Turned Towards me and 3
licked my face while Spot liked hers. She felf heavenly. I swear she was "8

g smiling. | rubbed her belly unfil she was asleep. The puppies were quite 3

asleep inside her womb. I hope they slay quiel for a while. The first

¥ Thing I will do in The morning is To call Elizabeth and get another x-ray. [ ¥

¥ kissed Spof and went 1o Take a long shower. As I plopped in The bed, Joe %

@ came in. [Told him about Daisy Mae and Spof, To which he laughed and '§
replied, "I swear, Spof is a human." | asked Joe, "How is The rescve? He

replied, "Oh, I forgot To Tell you, Monica was here, the last Two special

L dogs are ready 1o infegrale Tomorrow.” I fell happy about it. Now all our §

pdogs are ready for the fundraiser. Affer I help Adam gef fo the boffom of _

Sharon's shooﬁng. we need fo geT starfed with that.




The sun was shining brightly through the window when I woke vp af 6
am. [ sneaked out of bed, fook a shower, and got dressed. As I was get-
ting dressed, | wafched Daisy Mae and Spot. Spof was sifling nextfo her,

looking df her. He looked af me and licked her belly. She slayed on her

back the whole night and was sfill sleeping. I could see the fur babies
moving in her belly. She was uncomfortable. I think this will be her last
pregnancy. [ will call Elizabeth in a while and have her come ill I gef
back from the hospifal. I kissed Spot and said, “Lafer, we will rub her
belly again.” I need some time for myself and my fur babies. I came
oul To The barn and enjoyed coffee for an hour. As I walched the dogs
run around and have fun. Sedona saw me and came running over. I
hugged her and kissed her on the nose. She likes 1o lick. It is so cute and
loveable. I called Elizabeth and fold her about Daisy Mae. She affirmed
that she would be over here afler affending her last pdfient. I said, "I
4" might not be here This morning, but definilely this affernoon.” She replied,
"Yeah! Puppies! I will waif unlil then and bring the x-ray machine." |
hung up the phone, and Maryanne pulled info the rescue.




[ 'served her coffee and discussed whal are we going To do Today. ™
I said, "We can go see Sharon with Spot if he would come with us. Then
we can go To Adam and Tell him about Michael and Pairick. Then we will
have lunch and get home for the fur baby's x-ray." She laughed, and I
went info the bedroom To ask Spof if he wanted To go with us To see
Sharon. He wagged his fail and put his head on Daisy Mae's belly.
It was a no from his side. He wanled To Take care of Daisy Mae. I said,
“Ok, honey, you may stay with Daisy." He wagged his Tail once again as
if he underslood. Maryanne and I drove 1o The hospifal. The parking was
full, and it was hard To find a space To park.
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we saw a fundraiser for cancer pdlieris. We denofed $100 and pro- =
ceeded o Sharon's room. We ran info the docfor just outside her room.
He informed, "She seems fo be coming out of coma." I was happy. We
wen inside and Talked about the rescue and the puppies coming soon.
She liffed her finger. I said, moving my hand on her head, "Take your
fime. You will be fine. Your surgery wenf great, and you will recover
soon." She liffed her finger again. It fell good seeing her responding.
& "[ want you 1o sleep, so you get beffer, and then we can have margaritas
Together." | saw her eyes fluller. We kissed her goodbye and asked, "Was
Ann here?" We could visibly see her gefling agilaled. The machine
= beeped, and her blood pressure went up. “It's ok. I will fell the nurse how
% you reacled."  said in a low voice. She liffed her finger. We wenf ouf of 2
. the room 1o the nurse's sfafion and asked to speak fo her nurse. :
“\Shauna came ouf and asked, "What can I do for you?" I Told her, "Sharon A%
was agildted when [ asked if Ann came To see her. Her machine beeped,
and the blood pressure went up. When I said if's ok, she calmed down."
> Then I questioned, "Have you seen that reacfion when Ann was here?" <=
She replied politely, "I cannot share anything about the palient with you."
That was the part of her job. I understood and thought To ask Adam To
“\come here and gef the informafion. She will have fo Tell him since if's an /%
ongoing case.
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While we walked Towards the car, I said To Maryanne, "It mus be bad for
her To react that way. Especially while being so sick. Maybe she remem-
bers the rough pdich and nof the robbery." “I am sfarving now; lef's go fo
Adam and then lunch? I did not edf breakfasl, and the coffee is hagging
in my sfomach." We arrived df the Police sfation, and Adam was in The
- lobby falking fo someone. He asked us To waif for him in the office. When
he was done, he came inside To see vs. He brought a cup of coffee

along. [ wanied if even though my stomach was asking for food. ]

1




~  When he was done, he came inside fo see us. He brought a cup of
- coffee along. I wanfed if even though my sfomach was asking for food. I =
. sdlin fronT of Adam and Told him, "Michael is really agiafed. He sees
Ann a lof because of the riff befween her and Sharon. He said that she is
~  crazy dffimes, but he did nof define crazy. I left him alone. He is nof
- happy because Ann is considered a suspect even though he knows thaf -.
pariners are always suspects." I added, "Pairick just said, T agree with ==
Michael." He was looking af Michael as if he was asking him if heis -
saying The right thing? You could easily fell that Michael is the dominant
pariner in that relationship." Adam Took a sip of his coffee and asked,
“Do you think either one of Them is responsible for shooling Sharon and
- Trying To poriray it like a robbery?" I fold Adam, “Maryanne and I both
= Talked about that earlier. We both don' think that they would try To kill
~\ Sharon." I added, "I feel like I am back o square one." He Took another
. sip and said, "Welcome To my work-lifel" I replied, "Adam, my respect
for you is doubled as a defeciive. I love yov and Monica; you guys
~ have a hard job. How do you separdte that from your personal life? Isn't
= it on your mind the whole fime?" He smiled and said, "It fakes a lof of
. Talking To myself. I love Monica, and she is more imporiant fo me than
. This job. I somelimes ask her whaf she thinks as a woman. Women have
~ different opinions about crimes. That's about if, and it is easier now than
" when [ first got this job." Lasfly, I fold Adam, “Sharon was agifafed when I
~  mentioned Ann. The nurse would nof Tell us about Ann, but she will el
~_you aboul il. Next Time, will you ask her if she has been agildled with Ann
~ There? If s0, can Ann be reslricled? Please lef me know." Afler Talking
h with Adam, Maryanne and I left for lunch.
b
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. We decided To go o The small cafe a few blocks away. I asked Mary-
anne, "Can we walk To the cafe? I need 1o Talk o you." She smiled and 8
{ said, "Sure.” [ falked the whole way while walking To the restaurant. I was J
Just so frustraled not knowing who did this. I said To her, "Maybe some~
one from The list hired a hifman To kill her." Maryanne looked af me and
& said, "Really? I don'f think any of them, including Michael and Pdirick,
" would even know a hilman." "I guess you are right" I replied. The cafe
had a menv on The window. I said, "We can look df if firsl To see if there
is anything we like. They have organic sandwiches." Maryanne said, "I
~ would like To have an Avocado and Cheese panini.* [ Told her, I don't
b like organic, buf that does sound good. Maryanne replied, "Ok, we can 4
: get thaf and some herbal stuff fo drink. I think!" :

p—
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g As we walked by the frontTo see how the cafe looked from the inside, we'sh
slopped shorT because we saw Ann and Michael. They are good friends, ;
bul this scene seemed a litfle foo cuddly. We stared df them. They were ¥
silling on the same side of the booth holding hands. Michael leaned over -
and kissed her! "Whaf the heck!" Maryanne said. She pulled me back in
front of the menv. This way, They were unable fo see us, but I was

\* slunned. Maryanne said, "We need a piclure. Stand by the menv and
LTake a picture now. I do not think They will be able To see you. The menv &
_ is big enough fo hide behind it “OK" I said, with my hands shaking. I
waited on the other side of the resfaurant while she Took the picture. She ¢
Took three just to make sure. “Ok, back To Adam," she said. 4
With my voice shaking, I called Adam and Told him whaf we saw. He was &

concerned because my voice was shaking. As we walked back To the

=l

_..& Mie—

».. Police sfafion, I was in shock as To what I saw. [ would have never ex-  <B
pecled that in a million years. I said To Maryanne, ‘I feel sorry for
Sharon and Palrick. I wasn' expecling this. They are the fop suspecls on
» my list now.
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i We entered the Police sfation and went info Adam's office. He served us
wadler. [ Told him whaf we had seen in defail, and Maryanne showed him
the pictures. He Took a snap of those pictures and prinfed them ouf. Adam
just-had one word fo say, "OMG." "This job always surprises me, but this
¢ Takes the first prize. We will have To look af Their whereabouls and money
X 1o see what'is happening in their accounfs. I do not think they did.if, buf [
*think Sharon knows who the person was that killed her. This could be a*
reason why she became agilafed when Ann was there. [ will send a 1
Policeman To The hospilal and keep an eye on her room. Everything
g dlways comes To fruition. Not many criminals gef away with if when it i}
& a crime and passion. I think it is whal it is.” As we sdl, he called the hos- 3
pital, spoke To securily, and Told them thaf Sharon was in danger.They
said, "We will pass by frequently unlil a policeman is there on duly."
Adam said, "I will call someone To come in who is off To do a double /.4
f shifl. "Go home, ladies! I will sfop by Tonight o Talk To Monica and lef you _
R _know what is.going on." I said, "Come for dinner and drinks:I-hope our:
AY investigation is almost over!" Adam said, “Thank you so very much. You-
BB ladies have o gef your PI license now. Do you enjoy doing This work?"
We_both said, "Yes!" Adam said, "Ok, Then gef going and gef your license: 1
You will have a fon of investigdtions just from us alone. If's a small fown, |
but a lof goes on inside!" We discussed on the way home about gefling
our Pl license and see what it enfails. We can check the web fomorrow.
Of course, we were curious abouf the license, buf more than that, we
Ay were exciled. Privale investigafors! We are on-iff Vs
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GHAPTER FIVE

THEY ARE HIDING
SOMETHING



9 | have twin-Track Thoughts. They run parallel To one ancther, always on=g8
wards. One frack keeps me safe from the problems that my Spof On
@ family is going through, while the other questions everything that has &%
{ been happening around, always asking how we could do beffer and Take %
good care of my fur babies. Thal way, whenever a chance for a
change comes, I Take if. This time, the PI license would allow my mind To
y grow and find possibilities that could allow me To help Sharon rather than ¢
k' narrowing my vision. Maryanne said, "Oh, I forgot fo Tell you, Elizabeth is #
R, .coming To fake Daisy Mae's x-ray." She added, “She also wanfed o see_ 4
the fur babies." [ replied, "Ok, Then let get To the rescuel”




We got there 30 minutes ldfer. I Told Joe, “Sharon looked as if she was
resting well. The best thing was that Sharon was coming around. We did
nof see Ann or The Doclor. We Talked To her for about half an hour. She
Tried raising her finger, so we knew she was listening." He seemed both
pleased and doubtful af her progress. Sandie made coffee for all of us,
and we sat oufside wailing for Elizabeth. We brought Spot and Daisy Mae
out in The sun. I saf down and rubbed her belly, and Spot licked her. She
was confent. The babies were right in thaf position. They kepf moving
around. I was rubbing them so they could relax, and Daisy could go To

sleep unlil Elizabeth came. Thankfully, she fell asleep. I finished my °
coffee, and Elizabeth pulled in The rescue.
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2 We all moved info the barn. Dan carried Daisy Mae inside. George sef up 9%
the x-ray machine. Dan laid down Daisy on her back and rubbed her
belly unil Elizabeth turned on the machine. Daisy just laid there looking
here and there as Elizabeth Took three x-rays. She felf the babies and

said, “They are big and hopefully coming sooner than Two weeks. I hope
we are wrong. As To when she conceived, the time frame should be a

few weeks lafer, bul you never know." She heard five heartbeals. She 3
i Thinks The babies are df least 8 ounces each. She added, “"We will keep a* &
B check on her. If by next week she does look like she will deliver in a few &
days, we will have To do a C-section." I got nervous and could feel my “&
heart racing. Elizabeth drew a bredth and assured me, "I will come
every day To check her and see if the babies are in the birth canal.”

The feeling of affecfion enveloped me, and afler a momenl, I replied, "I
cannof lef anything happen To her. Spof would be devastafed.” I contin-
ved, "I will also check on her. Can you please show me how To check if

the babies are in the canal?" She agreed, and [ felt what she was Telling §

.+ me before. She rubbed her hand on the womb and said, “They are slill p3
scrunched up in The Top of her womb."
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& Joe carried her info the house with Spof, laid her on her soff bed, and
I covered her with a blankel. Spof laid nexf fo her and put his head on her &
‘ belly. He starfed To whine. [ went info the bedroom and laid down
with Them. "She will be ok. Spol." Awe, I feel sorry for them. They are
such sensitive dogs. He looked af me and licked my hand. I kissed on his ===
nose and said, "Relax, I will bring yov both a Tredt and wafer." <
Y Adam and Monica came for dinner. Sandie made homemade bread. We
¢ had a botfle of gredf red wine and an Italian salad with spaghefli
2\ and mealballs. Ah, my favorife! comforfing, and scrumplious. If was /25
good, comforfing, and scrumpfious &
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™ Adam called me To tell about the policeman that was keeping a wafch over
Sharon. As I received his call, he Told me immediafely, "The policeman called me
To Tell that Ann visifed Sharon and was surprised To see a policeman there. His
presence annoyed Ann as she inquired what he was doing there." He confinved,
"The policeman Told Ann thaf [ wanfed someone o keep an eye on Sharon and
updafe him about her recuperdtion. Ann just furned and went inside To see Sharon.
She Talked with Sharon and fold her how much she loves her. She held her hand
and mentioned thal the dogs were missing her Too." According To the policeman,
he listened and wdlched her through The mirror placed in The Nurse salion. He
R could see her blood pressure rising as he could hear the machines beeping. The
hurse ran inside To check and found her blood pressure shooling up. As The nurse
asked Ann To leave, she starled yelling and gof info an argument with the nurse.

S0, he wentf o Ann and asked her To leave. He Told Ann To come back lafer. Ann
seemed To accepf thaf and lefl. While [ was Talking o Adam, my head sfarfed
aching. [ could feel my hear! racing faster once again. I hung up the call, laid

back, and pressed the base of my palm o feel the aching pulse. I was exhausted

with all that was happening. I excused and wenl straight info The bedroom to Take

R medicdtions for panic affacks. I decided 1o Take one Tablef and go To bed. I fook a
@ . hot shower and laid with my fur babies. Their freals and wafer were sfill there,
but none of them Touched it. I could Tell thaf Spot was on alert, andhe could sense I
was upsel. I climbed info the bed, hung my arm over the side, and placed it on
Spot's side. He placed his paw on my arm and licked my face. The suppott of my J
. fur babies and medication somewhdt made me relaxed, and I fell asleep in a . .4
while.
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[ woke up the following day and went info the kitchen where Joe and ‘-
Sandie were having breakfast. I apologized for nof being with Them ot s
the dinner. Joe kissed me said, “We all understand.” I replied, "I am glad
that I did nof rvin The dinner last night." I wanted To call Maryanne and
revisit Sharon with her This morning. She was af my door before [ called.
She was here To make sure I was okay. I welcomed her, and we had
breakfast Together. Bagels and orange jvice already made my day. I
asked Sandie to make decaf coffee for me. “Yuk!" I said o myself ‘
"Okay, but Today only!"

4




" [ went info the room, Took a hot shower, and got dressed. Daisy Mae was
& walking around the room as if she was stressed and did nof know whaf

fo do. I thought To myself, "Is she in labor?" I couldn' figure it out
and picked up The phone To call Elizabeth. She answered if on the first
f\ ring, I Told her aboul Daisy, and she said, "I will be over there ASAP." ’f




&% | went To Maryanne and Told her, "We have o wait for Elizabeth o come %
over and check Daisy. She might be in labor. She hasn' drink or eat
anything since last night." As we Talked, Daisy was slill walking around
the house, and Spof was walking behind her. Spof looked funny.
Elizabeth came in The door and infercepted Daisy. She ran her hand
down Daisy's belly.Daisy sfood sfill during her checkup. Elizabeth smiled
and said, "She is having small conlfractions. This happens about Three
days before." [ asked her if she is alright. She assured me and said,
"Yeah! She is okay. She will lay down when the confractions would stop." 1
{  Elizabeth brought a sense of relief. I hugged Spot and said, “At this rafe,
£ Spof will be exhausfed when these babies are born." He Tapped as if he. 3
knew what I was talking about. We had a liftle laugh. No one understandsy®
me like my dog. 1

—

Vo2




THE CANINE

BABIES

ARE HERE!
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& The next morning, as [ opened my eyes, I saw Daisy Mae and Spot lick- &
ing Their pups. She was so quiel. We did not hear from her df all. The
pups were so beautiful. [ leff them with their litfle family and wenf o

have coffee. Maryanne and I will be leaving for the hospifal in a while. I
was feeling so good Today after knowing Daisy was a mom. Spof On
family is expanding. Daisy Mae and Spof were slill inseparable.

* - [ will have 1o separae them in five months, or else we will have more

little bullies running around in the house. They were picking up the pups

. Thdl were biling each other and putling them in different places.

I guess this is dog parenthood. I fed all the dogs for the morning. I said
K To Maryanne, "I hope Sharon is doing befer than before." .
Maryanne said, "I agree.” 4
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B We went To The hospital. Parking conditions were befter Today with nMr goin
B we walked down fo the hallway, we saw a lot of commotion there. It was ICU, so you n
know. We confinued To go and saw it happening around Sharon's room. We heard them yell-
ing, “Clear!" We stopped by, and the nurse informed us thal Sharon stopped bredthing, and
the doclors were Trying To bring her back. I just cried and could not sfop. I asked the doctors
To see her once, bul they refused. We just waited uniil they were done, hoping she could
breathe again. The Doclor came ouf, looked df us, and my heart skipped a beat. He shook his 458
head. "NOI* Sharon lost the baffle. I just slid fo the floor and sobbed. Maryanne rubbed her
hand on my back. [ siayed like thaif for a while. She picked me up, and we walked out of the
N hospital. We did nof say a word To each other and leff the hospifal with a heavy heart. i
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Maryanne drove the car back home and fook me o the room. g
I laid on The bed and just cried myself fo sleep. She closed the door and &
went To Tell Joe what had happened al the hospifal. Joe listened To Mary=
anne and said, “Thal was horrible! Yesterday she was gefting betfer,
and Today, the siluafion gof worst. I don't understand what happened.” %
* Maryanne thought To herself That they have nof golfen fo Talk fo the Doclor
- yel. [ woke up suddenly, nof because of any noise or inferrupfion buf
. becavuse [ couldn't get Sharon out of my sight. My heart was sfill pound-
' ing. I gof up, washed my face, and walked down fo the hall for coffee.
~ [ made a cup of coffee and saf beside Joe. “Why does the sun shine &
bright when you are so sad?" I asked Joe, looking info his eyes.  4f




" "The sunshine Tells you that life goes on," Joe said while gently rubbing *
my arm. Joe also said, "We give ourselves The palience To grieve.” |
hugged Joe. “You need fo call Ann when you feel comforiable.”

[old Joe, "I will call her in a while, affer Taking a shower and checking
on my fur babies. They make me realize what is real around me. They
. give me the strength [ will need to gef pastthe death of one of my best ©
\ friends.” I Took @ warm shower and went info the barn. All the fur babies <
b looked good. I came in feel somewhat belfer. £




[ called Ann, she answered on the third ring. I could hear the sadness in

her voice. | comforfed her and said, "I am so sorry for your loss Ann.

Sharon was a wonderful woman and contribufed so much fo everyone

she mel. I hope her passing was peaceful." Ann was sniffling, and she

fold me where her memorial service would be. I Told her I would like To

go o her burial. [ said, "We would be there Tomorrow.” Ann replied, "That &
- would be fine. She will be buried at the cemefery nearby our home so =
that [ can visit her frequently." [ saf outside with coffee and thought of

Ann and Michael. I Told Joe, "I am so confused!" Joe replied, “Why? Be-

cavse Ann slill loved Sharon? Maybe she is ready To move on o Michael.
They are young, and it was nof working with Sharon.” I said To Joe, “I

really Thought they had something To do with Sharon being shot."

I remembered, "Adam Told us, first, gather the evidence, then come fo a
conclusion." [ was concluding before I had all the evidence. What evi-
dence do [ have? [ only have supposition. I saw them Together. It is nof
evidence! I need To get with Adam and see whalf evidences he has. He
did Think thaT Ann and Michael were worth looking info. I wonder what

happened....




I decided To call Adam and dialed his number. He answered, "Hi Lynn. "=
What's up?" We talked about several possibilifies. I asked, "Adam; do you
have any evidence on who shof Sharon? Have you Talked to Michael'and
Ann? When [ Talked To Ann, she was so upsel and sad. I am confused."
Adam replied, "I agree with whaf Joe said." He added, "I have Michael
and Ann coming in after the funeral." [ said, "Lel's meet afler you falk To
them." [ hung up and made myself a cup of hot cocoa. Chocolate is.good
for The soul.




I went To the memorial services; if was crowded with everyone Sharon
knew. I saw Beth and Mary and Tons of ofher riding people. They
were all there, grieving for Sharon. They were Talking about her shoot-
ing. Nobody had a clve who did if. They were questioning Adam, and he
had no information df this Time. The burial was tomorrow.

I would be there To say my final goodbye fo my best friend, Sharon.
The following day, Joe and [ went To the burial.




Afferward, we went To lunch with Ann, Michael, Palrick, and Maryanne.
Ann and Michael saf next To each ofher. He comforfed Ann. We looked af
Patrick, and he seemed fine with him holding Ann. It was hard o see
That he had no objection. This Mexican reslavrant had a good ambiance.
We ordered Chicken Quesadillas and Tacos. The waitress brought food,
and it was a great meal. [ decided To let This murder go. I need a beffer
perspeclive on this whole situafion. As we sat there Talking and edfing, a
friend of Ann and Sharon showed up. Her name was Janice. I never
met her before. She went over fo Ann and consoled her about Sharon's
death. Ann thanked her and asked her To stay for lunch. She ordered,
and Ann infroduced everyone. Janice worked with Ann df the school
before They refired. They have been friends for years. Janice was a
nice person. Quief speaking, and she was very personable. We had a
lovely time, despite the reason for the lunch.




My phone rang, and it was Adam. I received the call, and he asked,
“Can I come over? [ said, "Sure! Come for dinner around 6 pm." | wenf
back To the Rescve. I was playing with the puppies and laughing df how
quirky they are. Daisy Mae and Spof were sfill inseparable. I left a Text
message on George's phone fo come To dinner. I went and saw Sandie
. making savce and asked her whal we were having for dinner. 3
&~ She replied, “Lasagna with sliced mediballs and sausage in ricofla, par- 28
mesan, and mozzarella cheese." My mouth was walering as she was
Telling me. I went info The produce greenhouse and decided on a bib
lefivce salad with cherry Tomaloes, arlichoke hears, green olives, fefa

. cheese, and sliced radishes. I Told Sandie, *I will get the salad Together,
S5 and we can putthe dressing on when Adam and George gel here." <SS
4 I found Joe outside mowing the lawn and signaled him To come in To Take )

a shower and get ready for dinner. It should Take him about an hour To
get inside. He has no concept of Time! I quickly went info the room,
jumped in the shower, and came ouf refreshed. Joe walked in within an
hour. Uh, I know him so welll I wenfTo help Sandie with dinner and the |
table. The lasagna smelled awesome! The salad was nice and cold. I puf

the dressing on and Tossed the salad. Adam and George were there
having a drink in the living room. I made my own and went 1o see whatx ‘
they were discussing.] hope it has something o do with Sharon's m{rderé ) =
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& [ sdt in my favorife chair and said, “What's up." Adam surprised me with his reply, I infer-
B viewed them fogether and separdle. There is nothing that they said that could lead me To

believe they killed her.” "Why is that Adam?" | was stunned and asked him. He replied anx-

iously, “T am sfill working on a few angles Yo find ouf more about them." [ sighed and said,
g "Ok;Adam! Maryanne and I have absolufely no evidence either.” Adam said, "This murder, as 8
B of now, is unsolved!" Sandie came and said, "Dinner is ready!” We wenf for dinner, and 28
- everything smelled so good. Sandie made the perfect Lasagna, and everyone loved it. We

Took the coffee and fruif info the living room and talked about our cruise trip we were all
planning To go on. I said, *I guess Michael and Palrick are going on the cruise with us since
Michael isn' going to jaill We are planning fo leave in fwo weeks. Michael will set it all up for i
. usTotravel. I need1to get exciled about the trip now that we cannot solve Sharon's. murder.
vfa Maybe when we gef back, our minds will be clear, and we can look af whafever if is Thal'we: rt
¥ "are missing on." "I added, "I wonder what will happen with Pairick if Michael and Ann are a gl
3 couple!" Adam said, "Michael and Ann are wonderful friends and have been there for each
ofher for long. They even tried a relationship back in the day, but i did not work because They
both felt affracted To the same sex. When [ questioned them abouf their relafionship and-whaf
£ we had seen in the resfaurant, they laughed and said they sfill dabble in kissing and cuddling.
& Everyone has their own thing going on." I am happy thdl Michael and Palrick‘are sfill fogether.

%\ -] feel for Ann. Sharon was going with us on vacafion. I will ask Ann if there is a friend she -8

would like To ask To come since she will be alone. I think Thatis a good ideal
o
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- I shared The idea with Michael, and he agreed with me thaf I should ask =
. AnnTo bring a friend. [ decided fo ask Ann dtf lunch. I called and invited =
her on lunch To discuss our Trip. We mef af Surf and Turf. She looked so
sad. We Talked about Sharon and the rift they had befween them. Ann
said, "I was being stubborn and should have realized that my aclions
were really hurfing Sharon. I was so sfupid!” I consoled her and said,

~“always right." I Told her about the trip thal we were planning. She looked &=
" inferested. We laughed, and it broke the sadness on her face. [ ordered %=
~ " my favorile shrimps, and she ordered oysters. We munched on our food
and drank a lof of winel We laughed and Talked about the cruise.

I said, "Why don' you ask any of your friends? It would be fun, and it is
i,’\ , not that we will forget Sharon because we won', but it will be what she
" . would have wanfed of us." We agreed. She said, *T will think about iL.

I said goodbye To Ann and left for the rescve.

giillm




g Maryanne said thaf we had five adopfions foday. The couples that Mary-'g&
anne velled seemed To be good fur baby parenfs. [ was happy thal we
evenlually found permanent homes for our fur babies. It is a gredt re-

sponsibility o keep every rescued animal safe unfil we find a home. Spof
On family is working hard with passion, grit, honesly, and drive thaf
&  many people lack when it comes To finding a befter place for dogs.
& Affer the dogs were gone, I Talked o Maryanne about our Trip To South
Korea. I'old her Thaf Joe has been checking info reputable places for
dog rescues. Joe came in and said there were Three that he would like To
~confact in South Korea. He added, *I am going To starf calling them by "=
& Tonight since their day is just about opposite ours. I will ask them for the 4
B videos of their faciliies, recommendations from the people that have -8
rescued from them, and piclures of each of Their dogs individually."
[ listened To Joe and said, "I doubl whether they are that organized."
Joe said, "I am going To Try and see what I covld find out about the three

from our Trip, we can go and bring the fur babies from South Korea.
The fur babies need love and a forever home!" ;




FUR BABIES
GROW UP FAST
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The sun was shining brightly through the window peeking through the
whife puffy clouds. The morning rays of the sun woke me up. I furned
over and saw Joe sleeping. I smiled, looking af him. He was sleeping ?
peacefully. I slayed in my bed thinking about our cruise trip. [ was
happy To wake up on a normalday af the rescue. Everything was going
well, and we are all ready 1o sail along the shores. God knows how much
we all needed this holiday. I called Michelle, who was sfill working at her \
new office,as she wanfed fo join us on the trip Too. She Told Michael that
she broke up with Bradley. She had been ddfing a man named Bob re-
cently. She said That he was awesome. She wanfed him To come with her
on The cruise. Michael Told her Thal he covld change the name on The
receip! for The cruise ship. Bob was willing To pay Michael and fill The !
space for Bradley. Things are always changing here in Ausfin!
I was happy for her. [ was looking forward To meeting him. She wanfs To
meet us with him af Longhorn on Salurday. I like the idea of meeting him
before The cruise.

E———E———




[ went outside fo check on Spof, Daisy, and the bully pups. They area &
few weeks old now, but they have more energy than the energizer
bunny. You will find them chasing, pouncing, barking, growling, and

biting each ofher all day. "They are cute," I thought To myself; looking af
them in awe. Daina was in the boarding faciliy when [ walked in. She 3

& smiled as she walched me coming inside. [ refurned the smile. She said, 2
: "The Two of Them gof out of the pen.” I said out of shock, "How?" 5
& "I don' know. The pen is almost fwo feet high. I thought that either Daisy
Mae or Spot picked them up and Took them out of the pen." She an-
swered, evaludting the situdlion. “Thank goodness! We keep the door
closed every time we leave. Somefimes Spof acfs like he is the mother.

He wafches over them like They are fragile. Daisy Mae played with them
peacefully and relaxed while Spot sfands over them fo profect them." I
Told her with a broad smile. [ wanted To pick the one that was running
around the facility. So, I followed him. As soon as I picked him up, Spot
ran fo me, jumped on me, and grabbed the pup pulling him ouf of my:

arms by the scruff of her neck. I lef her go easily. He Took her back To

WS The pen and sfood over There. Then, he just looked af me and barked.

Daina and [ starfed 1o laugh. Finally, it was Safurday

™




We werif fo dinner with Michelle and Bob. He seemed nice.

They seem To be gelling along fabulously. We discussed the next venlure
sifling around The Table, our cruise. Bob has never been on a cruise, so if
should be exciting for him. While all of us were having a discussion,
my phone rang. I picked up on the second ring, and if was Adam. He
said, "I am coming over Tomorrow 1o talk about Sharon's murder.*"Did
you find the murderer?" | asked out of curiosily. He said, “I will see you
fomorrow." [ underslood the seriousness of the situation from his Tone
and said, "Come for dinner. Do you want anything special?" "Nah, any-
thing that Sandie makes is awesome.” As the call ended, I prayed for
everything To be alright. As The sunsel down The nex! day, my wail was
over.Adam came over prompfly af 6 pm with a green boffle of wine. He
said, “They found a ring in Sharon's bed." As [ listened to this news, I
slarfed connecling the dofs inside my mind. I called Ann. [ described the
ring fo her and asked her if it was hers or Sharon's. She did not think it
belonged o them. We enjoyed the dinner and discussed the ring. We did
not have a clue yet, but someone was definilely behind the plof. I thought,
maybe a nurse or a Dr. by misfake lost a ring. Who knows! Affer dinner,
Adam lefl, and I wenfTo play with the bullies. I wanfed to play more, but
‘ __Then it was fen o'clock. Ah, bedfimel :




- Ann came over the next day. I showed her the ring Adam let us keep unfil I show itfo Ann.
Ann said, "It definiely isn ours. Where in The bed did they find The ring?" “It was found
under her pillow on the side of the bed where the infravenous pole was. The hospifal person-
nel found it while cleaning the room." "It was a woman who killed Sharon!" She was slunned. i

[ confinved afler a brief pause, *I asked them To check The infravenous bag. The forensics
never thought they needed fo, but with this development, we did.” "What's more shocking To
find out was the resull. The lab said it was pofassivm Chloride.” I just sighed. "OK, we need fo
find ouf who killed my friend!" Maryanne and I need To gef back To The invesfigation. [ called
' her affer Adam lefl. We are going fo brainsiorm this puzzle with Adam in the morning. Joe I
S came home Idle Thal Tonight. He was busy finding chewy dog Toys for my fur babies To play =%
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with. They were all so cule. I cannol wail To disfribufe them To The fur babies.
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1 fook @ shower and laid in bed, waiting for Joe. I wanted 1o fell him whal’sh
was happening with Sharon's murder case. He was surprised To know
that it can be a woman. "I don't know, Joe. I have absolutely no idea who
could have done it. Which woman could be that vicious?" Joe stroked my
head with a warm smile and said, "Lynn, you should sleep now. Adam

= will solve This. It is more than enough for your Tender hearl. Relax and
; Try To sleep.” I kissed him goodnighl. r

- -




= Maryanne came over at 9 am. We had coffee and leff for the police
slafion. We all were dumbfounded by the news of the murderer beinq a3
woman. Who could this woman be!? We have talked To all of Sharon's
friends. [ asked Adam o call Ann and put her on speaker. Maybe she
- remembers something now regarding the ring. "Hi Ann, it's Adam from
¢ The police criminal invesligation depariment. I have Maryanne and Lynn =
*~  with me. We were wondering if you remember anyone wearing that =
" ring? Ann said To us, "I have been thinking, but I don know who owns
that ring. [ wish I did." She sfarfed 1o cry. We heard her weeping, and I
felt sorry for her. [ ried fo comfort her by saying, "If's OK, Ann. Keep
- Thinking of The people you have been with or worked with and whom you
- are sfill in Touch with, specifically who didn' like Sharon or had a riff
with her df some fime since you both worked in the same superinfen-
dent's office." She said that she would think about that. She was going out
. To meet Janice and see if she wanfed to come on the cruise. She will ask
her about people who worked at the school with them. Janice was a
« Teacher af the same high school. She said, “Janice didn't know Sharon
. That well. She was my friend, and I introduced her To Sharon."
- [ Thought thdf it was a good idea To open all avenves as she was calling
~ me Tomorrow as well. We were af The office for so long Thal we decided
- 1o have a brunch inside Adam's office. [ said, "There is nothing beffer
than waffles with sfrawberries and syrup." We Talked about what Ann
had said regarding the people at school. I said, “We did nof even Touch
That subject. It was so long ago. If I remember correclly, it was af least
fifleen years ago. Ann will see if, while Talking to Janice; anything clicks
in their minds. [ am not holding my bregth for sure.
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2 "We left Adam's office and went home fo the rescue. There were fwo 3
B more people coming over fo adopt one of my Labradors and check out 2%
The bully puppies. I am litlle profecfive as to who I will allow To adopt

K Them when They are df the right age. :Looking af my reluclance, Joe ad-

P vised, "Lynn, we don' need five pups running around." I know he is right;

& I just don want o give any away! The two couples who came were ex- &
Tremely nice and young. I Told June and Ross about the Bull Terriers.

& They seemed fo be OK with The way they are. I quoted them a price of 8
$1500.00 per dog. That is the market rdte for a bull ferrier. I paid for

Tha for Stella as a gift for my sisfer Chrisfina. Speaking of Chrisfina, a
N thought popped info my head.



I called Adam and said, “What is happening with my sister's investigation.
It has been a while." Adam said, “The FBI has been questioning the fwo 28
men who wanfed free healthcare. They think that they had something fo
do with the kidnapping. They have been inferrogating them for four
straight days without sleeping. They are sfill inferrogaling a guy named
John. He is a weak link. The Time seems, fo them, To be coming soon.
They just hope she is OK." I said, "I hope so, Adam. I miss her so much.
Now that Sharon has passed, if is so imporfant that family members ~ &
= should stay close fo each ther. I didn't spend a single day withouT think-
ing of her. Adam, why don' you and Monica come over for dinner. Lel &
us discuss our cruise Together.” Adam said, "Sound good To me. I know 48
» Monica will love it." I decided To call everyone who was planning To go
on the crvise To come over and gel it booked through Michael. I counfed
the people who would sign up, me and Joe, Adam and Monica, Michelle
and Bob, Maryanne and Dwayne, and Ann and a friend. They are all <4
coming, and They will pick their rooms and decide if they want the booze
program or nol. They also will look af excursions on ports To book early._
so iTis in our room when we board.

<V




i "Sandie, we have eightf members for dinner Tonight. I would like To eaf a 3%
light dinner. Maybe soup, sandwich, and pudding for dessert would do
The best." "Sandie said, "ThaT is gredt. I will go To The store To pick up
f some medt and a couple of bread. [ was silling on the floor playing with

the bully pups when my cell rang. It was Adam. [ felt my chest constrict- 3
' ed. I picked if up and asked, "Hi Adam, is everything OK?" He said, "Lynn, %
we found Christina. It was the guys we had in cusfody. They said they -~ &
wanfed fo make a poinf about having no insurance and being billed." I ~ =55
broke down info fears. I asked him, sobbing, "Adam is she OK?"
‘ “She.is.inthe hospilal. She is severely dehydrafed and has bruises on g

. her arms and legs. They kept her in the basement without food or
wafer.” I couldn confrol my Tears; I was unable fo falk. In my head, I
thanked God for bringing her home. Joe walked in and saw me sobbing.
He rushed o me and asked immediafely ouf of concern. “Lynn, what's
wrong?" "Joe, my sisfer is safe. They found her. She is in the hospital. I
“wanf 1o go and see her now." I gave the phone To Joe and jumped up
and ran To my bedroom. [ jumped in the shower and just confinued fo
cry. [ just stood in the shower leffing the hot wafer run down my body l‘[
felf good, and [ felf Imle relaxed . ,__,‘
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_Joe and I reached the hospital and went fo Christina’s room. I couldn "=
i waif To see her. [ sfood on her right side as I looked at her with all the IV
lines coming out of her body and sfarted crying again. She was asleep.
She heard me cry and opened her eyes. She smiled, and I fook her
hand. [ said, "I am so glad yov are safe. Kids and Adam will be here
soon. Try o rest, and [ will see you Tomorrow." She nodded and closed <
. her eyes once again To resl. We walked out of the hospilal, and I felf so
+ wonderful seeing her safe. [ Thought thal now we can go on our cruise in <
| peace. g
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f" We gol home in Time for everyone To arrive for dinner. Joe and me,
' Maryanne and Dwayne, Adam and Monica decided on a svife. Ann
called earlier and said she warfed an inside room for her's and Jan-
. ice's. I was glad Janice was going. Michelle and Bob wanfed the one
b with a balcony. Yeah, we all got our room adjoined by the balconies. Ann =
and Janice were in a room across ours. I woke up feeling sad about = ';'
Sharon, but The thought of finding my sisfer filled me vp with
happiness. Such mixed feelings, I felf like a ball of emofions.




Joe and I went down To the kifchen for breakfast and coffee. I am sfill
. on decaf! Yuk! The phone rang, it was Michael. "Hi, Mike," I answered the
phone with excifement. Mike said, “All the rooms are booked, and I have
senf everyone their invoices along with the room numbers and excur- ‘%ﬁ
" sions They chose. We will be leaving in fiffeen days. We will have a nice =
Time affer all that has happened in The last month. I was able To reserve
z the dining room for Your Time Dining. We have a full table for us only.”
~ Isaid, "Thal's awesome. I am so looking forward fo seeing the Caribbe-

-~ an, especially Cozumel. Joe and I had an awesome Time there, and it will =
be nice To relive it. Yucalan Peninsula should be excifing. I have never- -~
been there. Grand Cayman, as I was Told, is one of the nicesl shopping
ports. I will have To save money, haha. OK Michael, see you on Saturday
for dinner. We can all gef fogether again and talk about the cruise and
whal excursions everyone is going on. See you then. Thanks for every-

Thlng [ ended the call with a wide smile on my face. Hey blve seas and
green islands, here I come!




AR

gt
m ﬁt..ﬂ s
Jom ) '\'

"'—'Hﬂt_"_"‘_,"“l 1-_1 d

E’l*ﬁ J g E T 23 . Vg~ | e

CHAPTER EIGHT

SUDDEN CHANGE
IN PLANS

3 "“ﬁj ‘"‘E‘ % m" .

£ _'!'EL_ e e _.,ﬁ 1-"!' S —— 1.1-~—~— .--*-*-m.—-r——tm

| —— " el - -|.'" .

] _'.A.-‘; ;:;;- ..-.,_, By %T '-._- ' ‘% -..'-r";: .: 4 ;ﬁ'ﬁ'}b

vy TR - 3 3'4" :
=

i
= o .__ “.-ﬁt__w
e e i—— T
- -—‘-"'—*c'\-—_-" & ._-_—-I-I— o —
T TR - T ey i ] A T iy T S, s S
= el - - it S,
o —— — o — U s R~ e e oy
EFTF 1 - il o e R e — Qe




The call of the adveniure has a way of bringing my pilot right back
from The brink. I came back To my room and thought To call Chrisling. I
picked vp my phone and dialed her number, and she picked up on The
third ring. [ asked aboul her health. She was awake feeling sore but in
beffer spirifs. She Told me thaf the Two men are in jail awaifing arraign-
ment. She Told me That The lawyer would let her know if they are prose-

culed or gefs bail. [ replied, "[ hope They do not get bail."[ questioned,
"Did the doclor Tell you when you would be discharged? She said, “To-

morrow, They will give me a prescriplion for pain medicines. [ have To
slay home for Two weeks and have To lef The DA know when [ am ready
To go back To work." | inquired, "Is Thal because of The kidnapping and if
They get bail? She said, “Yes." I said, “Ok, I will call you lafer in case you
would like me %o pick you up and fake you home.”
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g | went oul fo The barn To Talk To George and Dan about the fundraiser. We 3
planned To arrange the fundraiser in three weeks. [ received 75 re-
sponses for drinks and goodies. George said, "He has ordered fenls in
case of rain. He also called The vendors That were here from the lasl
fundraiser. They are all fixing To sef up Two days before The fundraiser

¢ That would be on Wednesday." Dan said, "He will gef the signs from The
& sfore To put up around Town. He will also go To the vendors and pick up 8
| their checks for a spot in the field." I said, “Ok, guys, you gof this all sewn
P 1 will get with Sandie for some appelizers and goodies. We will have
a popcorn machine This Time.
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| walked the aisles of the barn and peffed all my fur babies, and Told
Them They might gef a forever home. If was fun when They looked af me
and Turned their heads. The bullies were ready To be adopled. Having

thoughit of being away from my fur babies makes me sad. [ wanffo

keep df least one of Them. [ know Joe is correct, buf I siill feel sad.
George puf Them in a giganfic pen with Daisy and Spol. They were run-
ning all over each dther. They were biling and dragging each ather by
the legs. I just saf on the ground and laughed. When Spof would hear one
yelp, he would go over and bife the snodl of The one thal made The dog
yelp. The animal discipline is fascinaling for sure. Duis-,r Mae was just
cleaning Them and licking Their bellies. They all are going lo be mlssed
for surel Nighime comes as The guardian of The daylight.

\



- We had a peaceful night and walched a movie. | wanfed To play with
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my fur babies, so | decided 1o go oufside and bring Spof and Daisy Mae =

i with The puppies. [ brought Them info The bedroom and put The puppies

-~ on The bed. They climbed all over me and licked my face. [ was feeling

heavenly. Spot and Daisy Mae saf on Their bed wafching the pups. Joe
swilched To a news channel where he was caught up on the virus that

had infecfed about 200,000 people worldwide. Joe said, "They are clos-

ing down The couniry for a while and making it mandafory To wear

" masks. The pandemic is spreading through The Uniled States rapidly. The 3

couniiry will shuf down by Friday. You know what This means, Lynn, no
fundraiser, no cruise." [ yelled, "No way. It is lafe, but I will call Michael
in The morning and ask him if he has confacled The cruise guy aboul

_ “canceling The Trip due To shuf down. [ am so disappoinfed! I was so look-

ing forward %o The cruise with all our friends. [ will lef George know ithe

fundraiser has been canceled. | will ask him To conlact the people and

inform them aboul The cancelafion of the fundraiser. This Tolally is a
downer!* [ putthe pups with their parenfs in The whelping box, hoping
Thqr will not jump out. Tomorrow is going To be andther busy day. Tons of =
mﬂhml




Joe and [ woke up rested and ready for the day. | checked the whelping
box and, Spof and Daisy Mae were cuddled with their pups befween .
? them, sleeping peacefully. [ Took a piclure for the monthly magazine.
- They were so culel I walked info the kifchen, and Sandie was making
= breakfast of cinnamon rolls with bacon and eqgs. Sandie made a fan-
~ Tasfic regular coffee for me. [ saf ot the Table Talking o Sandie about the
* pandemic, and my phone rang. It was Michael. | asked, "Hey, Michael,
- what's up?™ He said, "Bad news! I had To cancel The cruise Trip! Everyone
-;_ il gel their money back within 3-5 days. The cruise lines said that they
~ could not sail, buf they can make if a holel with safe disfance and =
masks.We can only have Three groups of Ten. The price is much lower
Than a cruise. Ask everyone if they would like To do a Mystery Cruise
about the ship. It will be for three days and Two nighls. The ship will sfay
- al the shore.Lel me know as [ like The idea, bul we need Ten people as a 7
~group.” [ said, "l am sad about The cruise, but if seems fun fo do The Mys- &=
fery on the ship. [ did That once, and we had fun. I will come vp witha &
prize for The person who solves the case." Michael said, "Thdf sounds
. really good. We can all pool in for the prize. Lel us gel Together al Thal
~ awesome Mexican restaurani Tomorrow night and see whal everyone
. wanfs To do." “Gredf idea, Michael. Ok, see you Tomorrow af abou six, OK? £
N Michael said, "Great. See you thenl" ;




I decided To call everyone this morning and ask if They want To have
dinner and discuss The Myslery on The ship. Their response was a re-
sounding YES! [ was so happy when I gof off the phone. I Told Sandie
and Joe what franspired. Joe was in for the Mystery. Sandie had no

% problem faking care of The house and helping Dan and George with the
rescue if they needed her. She knows exaclly what fo do if help.is
needed. [fold Spot and Daisy Mae we were going outside To The big box a
They reside in during The day. I was so funny. Spal picked vp-a pup and
dragged it along the floor since They were gefling big. Daisy Mae fol-
lowed in the same manner. The ofher Three slayed in the box, wailing for

——— Their Turn. They sfarfed To whine when Mom and Dad left with the ofher

siblings. | walked along with them inffo The garage and walched Spot and
Daisy Mae pul their kids in The big box. Then They Turned around and

werll back inside for the ofhers. | am amagzed af animal’s parental care.

I checked on all my fur babies, pefied them, and lef them run around in

the ring.
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= There was a new golden refriever That was just four months old. Some- =5

one abandoned him inside a dumpster in Cedar Park. The sanitalion
workers wenlf To collect The garbage, and it was good Thal They heard The
animal cry and bark. They have a new kind of garbage Truck with ex-
fenders To pick up the garbage dumpsfer. The golden would have died if
They picked up the garbage and dropped if in Their Truck. They brought
The pup To us, and we have loved her ever since. We named her Oreo.

~  She did not look like an Oreo buf was as good as Oreo's are 1o edfl |

" helped George and Dan clean slalls and refreshed waler and feed. The
day wenf by so fasf thaf [ did not even stop for lunch. When [ am

hungry, I cannol think of anything but food. [ needed a hat shower and
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[ ran info Joe. and he decided To have a drink before dinner. Sounded
‘ good! | immedialely got info the shower and dressed in comforlable
clothes and fur baby slippers. Joe and | had a hat foddy before dinner.
They are so good and grea affer a long day of physical labor, which |
do nof do offen! Sandie called us in for dinner, and she made a special
meal of beef Enchilada, refried beans, and Mexican rice from scrafch.
What a fabulous meal affer a hof Toddy and Margueritas with dinner. We
had warm apple cobbler with vanilla ice cream as dessert. Joe and [
walched Mama Mia and the sequel; Here we go again. They are such
upbeat movies. Spofl’s family joined vs, the puppies were all over the
living room, and Spol was so busy bringing them back To him and Daisy
Mae. [ do no think he likes parenthood Thal much. Hehe, If he could talk,
he would say, "this is hard keeping those guys with us." We wenl 1o bed
and slepl well.



[ was dreaming of the Mystery on The ship. If was bizarre. Everywhere |
wenl, people were dead! I could feel the emofions in my dream. [ feff, in
my dream, that | had To solve The "Who Did it?" | woke vp swedfing all
over. Why was my dream so horrible? [ woke up and Told Joe about my
dream. He said, "Lynn, you are wailing for The faux Mysfery so that you
could solve 1. Sounds like you have a lof of people dead in your dream.
Mol sure whaf Thal means.” [ just pondered what it meanl when suddenly
my phone rang. It was Chrisfina, my sisfer. [ said, "Hi, how are you
doing? She answered in a Terrified voice, "I have bad news. Our cal
Tessy passed away. She was 16 years old. The kids underslood she was
old. We also surrendered Zepherus To a woman who has Three other
dogs. He bit Mason twice. He wasn a good fit for our family."] replied
gently, “I am sorry and sad for you and your family. It hurls when you
lose an animal.Where was she when she passed?" She answered, “She
was downslairs under The stairs. The kids understand, and That is whal
maflers:*"You are right. | just gel very serlimenial when it comes o an
nnrmul biting and Those thal pass on. Thanks for The info and kiss The
kids for me.”

g
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Michoel called and asked, "We were sl on for lonight™ | said, "Yes, everyone uill be of the
restourant.” Joe and [ leff for the Mexican resfourant. We sat af the bar and had Marguerilas
wailing on everyone fo come. As we were discussing the Mystery, Michelle and Bob come in.
They also ordered Marguerifas. Affer all, we are in a Mexican resfouranll Dwayne and Mary=
anne, Monica and Adam, Janice and Ann, Michael and Palrick all came Together. Joe weni o g
b The hosless and Told her we were oll here for our Table of fen. They sef a round Table for us.
bt was easier 1o falk with the round Table. We ol ordered o drink. and those That were drinkings
g already ordered morel Michoel slaod up and atked ve whal we Thought of The Myslery Trip §
for Three days on The ship. Everyone in vnison Soid They warfed fo do . They were exciled
about what kind of Myslery It was geing fo be.Michael said, “Carol, the woman handling The
evenl, said it would be a scenarie That will involve @ man and woman. There will be o murder
imvalving money being embezzled by a big corporalion. Since They both work of a big corpo=
rafion, we will have To figure who murdered someone and whal corporalion embezzled from
The olher corporalion. Bolth corporalions are Hedge Funds.® Parf of their work i To give a sales
pilch To make you want To corilribufe To their Hedge Fund. We were all excited To gel To The
Ship. We can gef There as early as 9 am. They will be serving us breakfast in The dining =
room. We will all sit fogether as our fable is for 12 because | am the travel consuflant who
_bogked The Irip. We paid our bill and promised 1o mee! of the rescue of 8 am, have coffee.
. and starf preparing for the Ship.
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g Joe and [ gof home and wenl irffo the barns To check on our fur babies. ;
All the pups were seffled comforfably. The new puppy Oreo was sleeping
away, wrapped in a blanket. We like To keep doggy blankefs in their
crales for Them To have for securily or if they get cold. George was
there cleaning up, and we fold him we would be leaving around 8 am
Tomorrow and asked if he needed anything. George answered, "No, [,
¥ Dan, and Sandie can handle i for Three days for sure." Joe and | re-
f fired. We left Spot and Daisy Mae with the pups in the barn. | wen over 1)
To Spol and saf in The box and wanfed To hold him and kiss him. [ will
miss my fur baby. He puf his head on my lap and fell asleep. I did nof
b, wanl To leave, bul [ could not sleep here. We headed inside and went To
bed.




MUCH NEEDED
VACATIONS




. When you keep your favorile things as vacafion Tredls, you can have the
holiday feeling anywhere. [ find such happiness in simple things. Good
food and good company! I had excifement and adventure all over my =
mind. We were up af 6 and packing for the three days Trip. We put our E'
suilcases in the car. Sandie had made a delicious confinental breakfast
ready for all of us. Joe and I sat in the dining room with coffee and a
& muffin wailing for everyone To arrive. The Spot-on family came there
\around 7:30 am and had coffee, a bagel, and muffins. George drove us
off in The van To the porl. We unloaded our suifcases and had To meet in
the lobby of the Ship for a briefing.A person from the airline enfered
& the room and spoke from the podium. His name was Arnold, and he was
here 1o Tell us about the reslriclions. Arnold said, “The ship had resTnc-
‘AN lions thal everyone had To follow.
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* Number one was fo mainfain social distance from anyone you did not know. Number fwo was &8
o stay in your individual groups. Number three was To wear a mask all times excepf when 4%
——edling. When he was done with the restrictions, he assigned us fo our rooms, and we were
ﬁ'ﬁednT To meet in the dining room af 9 am for breakfast. We saw that our group's rooms were
" next fo each other. We put our luggage in our rooms. We mef at the elevalor and went down To .
B deck 7. The dining room was named "The Twilight Zone."We found our Table of 12, and each _'
_' \sdf nextfo our spouses or friend. The person fold us o sit thal way each day but not Told why. N8
. We walched the other fwo groups assemble df their fables. One group was nextfo us, and the:
other one was siffing behind us. We were the only Three Tables in the room. There was one
more Table that was long and had fen chairs on each side of the fable. That must have been
for the corpordlions. They put oul namepldles with the company names that they worked for.
When we were all seffled in our chairs,

-~



The players enfered dressed in their corporale coslumes. There were
five players from each corpordtion. All of the players Took their seafs,
and the murder mystery began! The wailers and waifress Took all our
orders and drinks. The first corporafion man stood up and infroduced
himself as Mr. Angelo, CEQ, Basself of Longhorn Hedge Fund. He Turned
around and infroduced his assislanl, Ms. Aufumn Bloom. The accountanl,
Mr. Clint Whife. Mrs. Claire Shorl, Hedge Fund manager. Mr. Jose Rodri-
guez, The Chef.Mr. Bassell slarfed by saying his company is a mulli-mil-
lion company. He added, "We delve info all ways To make money for our
stockholders. We use the sfock exchange numbers in order To decide
which one To invest in immedidlely and whadt fo sell To make a gain by
buying back The stocks. These next three days, we will have our experi-
enced people help you To decide whether To invest in our company for
the best refurn you could hope for. Thank You!"He saf down and Turned
To his rival, Mr. Greg Grayson, CEQ of Singlefon Hedge Fund. His assistant,
Ms. Audrey Smith, and all the other members. He said, *I would like To
infroduce you To everyone who is essenfial in our company. The most
important is our Chef. Without his food, we cannot function. * Hahal Ev-
eryone laughed. He added, "We also waich the sfock exchange closely in
order To see whal we should buy and sell and rebuy. There are markels
all over the world, and we have our fingers on their pulse. We act expe-
difiously fo secure the best for our shareholders. Our company's worth is
15 billion dollars. I hope 1o secure your porifolio info our company.
Thank You!" As he finished addressing the company,




they served us breakfasl, and we Talked among us.
Dwayne whispered, "What the heck is this all about?" I
Turned around and whispered, “Beals me. Is this where The
person dies al Thal Table over breakfast?' Adam said, 'I
think The Chefs are supposedl cookingbfor us. This is un-
doubledly confusing for me Too. Maybe the informadltion
given To us has somelhing To do with il. They first served vs
the Mimosas. We kept on waiching the front Table. I could
see That the other tables were doing the same thing. I had
so many things running in my mind, and I was just observ-
ing everything To gel an edge in The murder mystery. |
Thoughl, "How was The Murder going To happen? When was
the Murder To happen?" [ kept on thinking, was it Today, fo-
night or Tomorrow. I mentioned To the ofhers, “Let us just
wail and see what happens. I think we are wondering Too
muchl If Thal makes sense." The next course served had
eggs, bacon, sausage, hash browns, fruil, and homemade
biscuifs. It was excellent! Both chefs came out, and Arnold
wenf on To the podium and said, "The meal was prepared
fogether by both chefs." We all clapped for the chefs. The
wailers came around and asked if we wanied more
coffee. We all Took it and wailed. We sat there for af least
fiffeen minutes and wailed for the followin? instructions, bul
nothing happened. With thal,
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g Arnold refook the podium and Told us that we had To gather on The Lido g
deck and enjoy drinks, and the corporafion people will be around 1o Talk
with vs. The Twelve of us and the rest of the Tables emptied out of The
room in a “social distance” format. We headed 1o deck 11 and ordered
drinks.Monica explained while holding a glass of wine in her hands;
“This is inferesfing. We need To find out who is embezzling from which
firm and who is The murderer. I did not like the longhorn CEQ. He
seemed very dry and aloof. Everyone else seemed like they
were there To listen To him and do what he says. Since I have an
insurance background before I became cerfified for velling animals, I
would think To embezzle, yov would have To have shell companies. They
would be fake companies. I don't think they could embezzle from Single-
fon corpordtion without fake companies trying To sell them bogus stocks.
What does everyone think?" Adam said, "Humm, you are righl, my dear."
Maryanne jumped in and said, “I think when someone comes o falk To.- %

us, we should ask them which stocks are best 1o invest in.




Then we should check fo see if they are real. If we see any of them are
bogus, we got The company that is embezzling." Everyone df our Table
agreed that it is The first order of business To find which firm
embezzles. Once we find thal, we will know the person doing it. The
more people they can getTo buy bogus stock, even Though this is only a
game, Then they can gel the other corporation To buy, and therefore it is
embezzling from them, and the scenario would revolve around who buys
The bogus sfock. I asked while keeping the whole idea in mind, “I know
we all agreed, but what if the stocks They Try To sell us are all bogus since
This is a game?" Michael said, "Well, I guess we have To be open To all
opfions they might Throw df vs." She added, "I really think Thal Maryanne
might be right. As the whole scenario is a game, so they would have To
have a script writlen for the embezzlement portion.” I said, “Okay, let the
Myslery begin!" We all laughed while silling af the Table and Talking about
all kinds of things. We looked up,




= and Mr. Carl Pearl was standing there.He greeted and questioned, “Hello =
everyone! [ was wondering if I could sif and Talk fo you regarding our
company?" Palrick said, "Sure, come join us." Mr. Pearl said, "Well, To
begin with, our company is absolutely the best fo invest in. We provide
= you a personal consulfant that is available 24 hours a day. Joe said, 3
- "What are the sfocks thaf you would want us To invest in that bring The best 2
- relurns?" He said, "We invest in The Top 25 stocks. For example, Apple, - 7%
= Amazon, Alcoa, Cifibank. Those are just a few. Other sfocks are risky. We &
fry To dabble in those sfocks also. Joe said, "What are those that are
risky?" Carl said, “Equily investmenls include stocks and stock
mulval funds. These invesimenls are considered the riskies!. For exam-
~ ple. House developers can be risky due To fluclualions in The housing
. markel. SPT, QRT, SQM are just some That we invesT in. I will leave youTo &
. Think, and hopefully, you will wanT o invest with us." We all leaned info &
* The middle of the Table, and I said, "Well, guys!" Janice said, "Well, we
can check on the slocks thal we are unfamiliar with To see if they are
real." Arnold came over The lovdspeaker and told everyone To go o The
dining room for lunch. We left as a group. The other groups kepl an

I ; appropridle distance behind us. We enlered The dining room and saf df,
the same Table we did in the morning.




Carol was The person who gof us info the Murder Mysfery game. Arnold
was on The podivm and said, "I hope The morning was all thal you ex-
pected. The first corporation talked To the groups. I hope you have goffen
some clues for your Myslery. In the affernoon, the second corporation
will sif with the groups.” I ook the fime wailing for the corporations
1o come To lunch and called the rescue. George answered on The second
ring. I asked, "How is everything going, George." He said, *I had Elizabeth
here because Lassie did nof eal. She was resfless and just lying in her
crate. Elizabeth Took ex-rays of her full body and saw a lof of mass in
The pelvic and sfomach area. She fears it is cancer and did a biopsy, buf
she is nol hopeful. If it comes back as cancer, she suggesls euthanizing
her. [ did not want fo Tell you unfil we knew for sure. Sandie has been
with her most of the day, pelling and feeding her a liflle at a fime. I am
so sorry, Lynn." Tears were running down my eyes. [ was so sad for my
fur baby. We had Lassie for six months. She was one of the dogs from
the neighborhoodraid we had faken in. Everyone was looking af me,
crying soflly. I explained about Lassie. They fell Terrible, and we were
just quief unil the corpordfions came in and Arnold gof on The podivm
again. Arnold said, "Let us edl lunch and get on with our seminar with
4Longhorn and Singlefon Hedge funds. Afler lunch, the second corpora-';
Tion will visit The groups.




. we sfarfed fo have lunch which was okay. Nothing like Sandie's for sure.
. Everyone agreed To thatl I heard Ms. Audrey Smith whisper To Ms. Brilf
Brindle. From whaf I could hear, Ms. Smith was angry with Mr. Basselt.
Ms. Brindle mumbled, buf I could not hear what she said. My ears
perked up. These mumblings were parl of The Myslery. I am sure The
corporaflions were mumbling fo each other To caich our diienfion. I
wonder if The Murder is soon. I Thought, "Hmmm, who is The viclim and
who is The murderer. Would I Think This was real? Was it not a Murder
Mystery? They are gredf aclors and aclresses." Then, the Two accoun-
Tants Ms. Bloom and Mr. Pearl, started yelling df each other. Ms. Bloom
yelled, “Mr. Pearl, you came info our offices under the prefense of want-
ingTo Talk To the CED. My secrelary sfepped out for coffee, and you saw
the opporiunily o sneak info my office and Take my book of stockbrokers
Thal I work with. My secrelary came back 1o The office with her coffee
and was surprised To see you standing There, surprised To see her. You
gof caughtl" Mr. Pearl shoued, I was waiting for you To see if you
wanted fo go for coffee and talk about some sirategy for Today. I did not
Take anything out of your office. I do not know why you would Think like
that. Your secrelary is a snoop. She believes everyone is there To sfeal
something. The old bird!" Ms. Bloom counlered, “Why is it gone? I did nof
do anything with il. We always keep a copy on the mainframe thal I did
nof gef a chance fo check. [ will, and if I see any of my sfockholders
changing To your company, I will sve you." Mr. Pear| walked ouf of the
room. He Told his CEQ he would be on the fop deck. Ms. Bloom just saf
down shuffling her papers.




. Arnold was back on the podium, felling us To go upstairs To The fop deck ;
for The aflernoon discussions. We went ouf as a group. The other Two
groups filed ouf behind us. We gof in The elevafor, and everyone slarfed

Talking df once. I said, "Hold vp, guys! One af a Time." Ann said, "I
wonder if these Two are the victim and murderer." Everyone said,
““Yeahl" [ said, "Let vs gef a drink and sit df the round table and Take o™ 3§

vote. Joe got me a Vodka lemon drop martini. "Yummy!" Everyone got
drinks, and we were confemplating if the alfercation was the Murder. We
had a splif vole. 7 said, "Yes," if was the Murder To come soon. 5 said,
“No." It was an easy clve. I was with the five, and Joe was with The
seven. Adam, Monica, Me, Ann, and Maryanne were the five thal thought

—— _itwas Y00 easy as a clve for the firsf day. We decided To make a fif- —
\ Ty-dollar bef which would be payable when it is over.




Longhorn corporafion accountant Ms. Bloom came fo our fable. She
asked if she could sit and Tell vs aboul her company. We said o Take a
sedl. Ms. Bloom apologized for the outburst af lunch. She said, "Mr. Pearl
is a sneak and always Trying fo get our sfockbroker's lists. Our compa-
- ny's Top sfocks are Microsoff, Amazon, Wells Fargo, and General Elec- =
~ fric."Joe asked, "Do you buy info risky sfocks also?" Ms. Bloom said, “Yes, =
-\ we do. The ones we buy info are those that cost from a dollar To five - ===
~dollars. The most recent ones we bought were MNU, RSG, NHI. Those are
" just a few. We have individual professionals that only check the buys
. and sells daily. He reporis 1o the people who then decide with Their sfock- &
~ . broker portfolio what fo buy and what o sell daily. I hope you can find it =
~ in yourselves To invest in our company. I will be around if you have any  *
- questions.Carol came over and asked vs, "What do you think of the Two =

f-f"j-=_’corpora1’on Talks?" [ said, "It makes it hard To decide who is lying. We are
. going To check The sfocks that were menfioned and see which one might
~ be bogus. Hopefully, thaf might give us the embezzler firm."Carol said,
~ "That's a good thought. You sfill think that might be it. Well, I am going o
see you af dinner. You never know what might happenl!* Michael said,
- "Wow, tht is inferesfing!" [ said, "Yup, if is.  wonder whaf she knows. She
has not fold vs anything.




“We enjoyed the rest of the affernoon Talking and Trying To figure out
what was going on. The grand prize was a paid vacdtion on the Ship for
seven days. We twelve certainly wanted that. Joe said, "Hey guys, i's
four o'clock. Let's have rest fill 7:30 pm and meef inthe lobby fora
drink before dinner." We all leff and wenl info our rooms. The murder  *

myslery was on my mind, but I slepf in a while.







% | woke up suddenly, not because of any noise or inferruption but because g8
it was Time To gef back info the Murder Myslery. It was about 6:30 pm,
and Joe was ouf like a light. I woke him vp, and we went straight info the
shower. Thank God we had booked a svite. We were a bit lafe, and ev=
eryone was wailing in the dining hall. He shaved while I showered and
then swiched fo save some Time. We reached the elevator df 7:25 pm.

| We were The last ones af the dinner Table.
| -
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ad booked a suife. We were a bif ldfe, and everyone was waifing in the dining hall.
He shaved while I showered and then swilched To save some Time. We reached
The elevafor af 7:25 pm. We were the last ones af the dinner Table. I thanked
everyone for wailing for vs.I said, "Well, any thoughts? Maybe affer dinner, we
can all meet and google about the sfocks?" Everyone nodded, “Yes!" We had a
delicious dinner with Prime ribs, mashed polafoes, corn, and baked Alaska. If was
great. While we had dinner, Longhorn and Singlefon walked in. They both looked
funny for some reason. I Thought, "Was this parf of The game?" Arnold said, “We
will nof be seeing Mr. Basset Tonight. He was not in his room, and he is nof an-
swering the phone calls. The securily is ouf looking for him now." As he stopped,
everyone sfarfed o falk af once in their groups. Adam said, "I think he is the one
who is murdered, and we need o find his dead body. If we find him, we gef the
credit. Let's go fo deck 11 and come up with a plan!" We got up and fold Arnold
thal we were going for a nighfcap and headed fowards deck 11. Adam said, "0k,
he is the one who is murdered. We need fo find him. How abouf we split info fwo
A and slart with the dining room deck? Arnold fold us in the beginning thaf we are
Qﬁ% allowed To go on the dining room deck, rooms deck, and on decks 11 and 12.
@ Which means we can pick These decks and search them up and down." He added,
““%. "Monica and [ will take the dining room deck. Joe and Lynn, you can search deck
11. Michael and Patrick, what about deck 129 Maryanne and Dwayne can search
the cabin deck. Ann and Janice will do the rechecks. It is best fo follow Monica
and me in aboul 15 minutes and recheck what we did. You can search deck by
deck unlfil you finish deck 12. Let us all meef back df This Table in an hour. Michelle
and Bob can keep a check on The other groups and call us if they think anyone is
following us. Everyone in agreement?" "Yes, perfectl" We all said in unison.




~ We me back in one hour and sfaggered To the Tfable fwo by Two. Michael =
and Patrick were last. Michael said, “We found him on the 12th deck
stuffed in an air condition room. When we went in there, he opened his
eyes and said we found him, and our group will gef the credil. He called -
Arnold and Told him we found him. Now we need fo figure ouf who mur-
dered him." Arnold called Carol and fold her we got the credit for the
1+ murder. She came vp To The deck while we were having a drink and
congralulated us on a job well done. We worked as an organized team to
achieve the besf oufcome. We all decided To gefTo bed early and figure
- oul'fomorrow, by the clues They give, who murdered Mr. Bassefl. I can
. feel That cruise coming our way!/We were dll in the dining room by 9 am.
The corpordlions were already there mumbling aboul Mr. Bassell. His
assislanf was crying, and the accountant was agildfed. The Singlefon
company was sympdihelic Towards them.




We dfe breakfas!, which was uneventful. The corporalions were just |

- whispering among themselves. You could not hear them. Ms. Bloom just

kept crying, and Ms. Smith was highly stoic. Ms. Brindle was talking To

~ Mr. Pearl while Ms. Sampson was having a conversaion with Mr. Rodri-

guez. [ said, "I think This is going To be hard. I is a "who done ifl* We
have no clves as To who did it. We will have o go over everyone and see -
if we can figure ouf The reason. Joe said, "I am thinking an affair. One +=
of the ladies in either his company or the Singlefon company was his *
girlfriend, but ancther was jealous. Maybe an old girlfriend? Who could *
il be? Thaf is assuming a woman killed him. There are only five women,

. and one is married. We have Ms. Smith, Ms. Brindle, Ms. Sampson, and

Ms. Bloom. It could have been one of the men. Maybe, Mr. Bassett
slepped on someone's Toes." Michelle replied, "It sounds plausible, Joe.
Any other scenario anyone could think of? If a man murdered him, then
it must be because of the woman who is his girlfriend. Jeez, this isn'
very clear. Time for a drink! Who is with me?" "We all are I answered.
"What aboul we all look af the stocks and see if we can find the bogus

one?" | questioned everyone. Michael added, "Patrick and I will search
about the stocks.

—




- Lef us start with the ones none of us know. I have no idea of the sfocks ==
- That I have on the list if They exist or nol." Michael read out all The sfocks
. That were on the list. "SPT, QRT, SQM MNU, RSG, NHL." Dwayne said, "SPT
is Spof us, QRT is QuarTer size." Monica said, "SGM is Square main, RSG
is Rugged grid."Pairick said, “I cannot find MNU or NHI on the sfock ex-
- change."Joe and I looked up for MNU and NHI but could nof find any-

~ ~  thing and replied, "We could not find them either." “Well, I think we

A

- hif pay dirl. These stocks are nof on the exchange. Did anyone check
Nasdaq?" Adam asked. Michelle and Bob said, “Hey, we found MNU on
Nasdagq. It is Main union." “We found it Ok, NHI is the bogus one," I re~
plied. “Lef me call Carol To come down here and lef her know we found

the embezzler. This means thaf Ms. Bloom of Longhorn gave us The
bogus stock. With that in mind, she is the embezzler."Carol walked in and
said, "Hi guys. What do you think you solved?" “Bob said, "We caught the
embezzler. It is Ms. Bloom!"Carol was astonished with her mouth open.
“Wow, you guys are good. Your method did if. I will let Arnold know you
gel another credil. What is lefl To discover is who murdered Mr. Bassell.
Lef me know if you have solved the Mysfery Murder." Maryanne said,
"Ms. Bloom is really overreacting on Mr. Bassel's dedth. I wonder if she
was his girlfriend. We did not hear anything aboul their affair. Joe, you
menfioned that you thought if was an affair. If thal is whal The murder is
about, who was the jealous one? I replied, "We have three single women

‘ along with Ms. Bloom, and I vofe for Ms. Bloom."




the girlfriend?" Everyone agreed with me that Ms. Bloom was the mur-

~ derer."Ok, I am stumped. Who is the jealous one? I did not see Mr. Basseft

speaking fo any one of the other single women. We need to figure it ouf,
guys! "Michelle said, "He works a lof with his accounfant. I can see her
being The girlfriend, buf what about Ms. Smith from Singlefon company. I
Think Thal he was with her o gef the informdiion for his own company. |
can see him playing her. What do you guys think?" “Wow, I did not Think
- of Thal. You could be right. Since his main concern was the company, [
can see him doing thal." Monica said. Everyone was shaking their head,
"Yes!" Michael asked, "Ok, have we decided on who did i1?" We all shout-
ed, "Ms. Smith!" [ called Carol To come over. She came in and asked,
"Well, guys, who did i1?" We all shouted once again, "Ms. Smith." Carol
announced loudly so that the other groups could hear, "We have the win-
ners over here. Ms. Smith is The murderer. This group wins the crvisel
All the groups who played came onifo the deck, clapping for our group.
We came over To congraluldle each of us individually. Arnold said, "We
finished the Murder Mystery early. We sfill have the rest of the day and
Tomorrow o enjoy the amenities on the ship. We have opened the
gift shop and spa for those who would like To use them."

- Maryanne asked, “You sure we don't want fo consider anyone else for '
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Joe and I booked a couple's massage while Ann and Janice booked a ../
single massage, and we decided To meel the group for lunch at 1 pm. = ,F
When we were walking down the hall To getfo the Spa, we saw Janice =
and Ms. Brindle talking. We thought o sfop and say hi. I greeted them %=
~=&" and said, "I did not know you people knew each other." They both looked
't each other, that was odd for me. I asked, “Did I inferrupt anything?"
 dJanice said, "No, we were Talking about The Mystery."Joe said, "We are"
~ heading 1o the spa for a nice massage. See you, ladies, af lunch!" Ms.
- Brindle replied politely, "Yes, we can now mingle with everyone." Joe
and [ gof fo the Spa, and we had To change and wait for fen minufes.
Joe mentioned while we wailed, "How odd was Thal with Ms. Brindle and
Janice. [ think we did inferrupt something, and I also think they knew
each other. Something was going on belween them. How come Ann was
not there?" I replied To Joe, "I was surprised that they were Talking. I did
not know Janice af all, so I do nof even know who she is. Ann infroduced
us, remember? When [ see Ann, I will ask her if she knows Ms. Brindle."




i We were called in and had an incredible massage. It helped To sfrefch &
\ oul my muscles, giving my body a well-earned sense of bliss. It brought
- an overall sensdlion of wellness that carried over To a fiffeen-minute
GE nap that Joe and [ fook. We thanked the woman and decided fo go back
o . info the room for a warm shower before lunch. We started 1o Talk about
Janice and Ms. Bridle again. We could not think of what was going on
with Them. We got To the elevafor, and Ann was there. I asked her, “I saw
Janice with Ms. Brindle. Did you know They know each other? We saw
them Talking when we were on our way To the Spa."Ann replied, “No, [
don't think they knew each other. Janice never mentioned it fo me. I will
have To ask-her df lunch.” I menfioned, “Ms. Brindle saidthey can mingle
_1 how so that she could be sitling with us.




We all were df the Table when Janice walked in with Ms. Brindle. She pulled a
chair over and saf with us. Janice saf next fo Ann and kissed her on The cheek. It
was gredt fo know Ms. Brindle and Janice more. Ann falked To them a lof and it
seemed very friendly. I kept seeing Janice put her arm around Ann. I think she is
trying o get close fo Ann it seems, since Sharon is gone. Janice is trying To move
in on Ann. [ will Talk To Joe Idfer and Tell him whaf I Think. The lunch was excellent.
We saw Adam and Monica as we walked ouf and asked them if they wanted fo go
fo deck 11 and have a drink. We all wenf vp the elevafor and ordered our drinks. I
asked Adam af the Table, “Did you know thaf Janice and Ms. Brindle were friends?
[ saw Them Talking on our way To the Spa, and I cannot gef ouf of my head thal =,
There is a secref there. They were skefchy when they saw us. [ have no idea whadf
| it could be. I am just nosy! I have no right fo know what they were talking about,
" but I do see that Janice wanfs fo get Ann back in a relafionship with her." Monica
~ said, "Yes, I saw that." We had drinks and talked about the dogs and Lassie. I
- hope Lassie will make if, but Elizabeth has not called me, and I don' think she will
A call while [ am away. When we get home, the firsl thing I will do is Talk To
- Elizabeth and ask her about Lassie. Adam menfioned, I hope when we gef home,
there is somefhing on Sharon's dedth." I replied, “Yes, I hope so. If is till so sad.
Sharon was a lovely woman and a gredt friend." | added, “I need a nap before
dinner. See you for dinner at 7." Monica and Adam were going info the library
and read for a while. If was firing for us To figure out a Murder Mystery.

»




We went info our room and decided To sit oufside on the balcony with
coffee. Suddenly, we heard someone knock on the door. If was Adam
and Monica. Joe answered, “Hey, guys, come on in and have some
coffee out here on the balcony. How was the library?" Adam said, "Well,
£ dJanice and Ms. Brindle were there in the library. We overheard what
& They said. Itis nof good." My heart missed a bedl, and Joe asked, "What 2
g happened?" Adam said, "Monica was Telling Ms. Brindle that she wanfed #3%
B To dafe Ann again. She feels since Sharon is dead, if should be easy
now." "Omg! [ am so angry right now! I wantTo go and slap her in the
face. How horrible she is." I replied abruptly. Adam said, “The way she
said Sharon is dead, and it should be easy now, made me think that I am
i going To have her investigafed Tofally To see where she was and her
& background. She is now a prime suspect.” Joe added, “We will keep this
Thing away from her when we go home Tomorrow. It is best if we do not
see Ann or Janice. Ann will be devaslafed if she finds out she did some-
thing To Sharon. We will keep it under our hals with everyone.” I replied g
: wTh a heavy heart, '1 Just need To go home and see my Lassie! I need o 2
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B8 | felf like I was carrying weight of the whole world on my shoulders. I 2%
am so sad with Lassie and Sharon. [ Took a long het shower and fell
asleep quickly. I woke up in The middle of the night with a nightmare Thal

Janice killed Joe. [ was screaming in my nighimare, and Joe held me <2
% up. I was swedling and crying in my sleep. I fold him what it was abouf, £
*-  he hugged me, and we laid back down. I cried myself To sleep.






The next day, I woke up being exhavsted. Nobody could believe I was not
having a good time for the pasl three days. Boy, oh boy! How things can
ruin your perspecfive on life. Joey and I ordered breakfast and coffee

in The room. It looked like I did nof sleep and just did not wanl To see

anyone. The coffee and croissanf were whaf I needed af the moment.
The boal was slafionary, but it slill was nice looking af the wafer and the
sea-brine air brought with it the levily of the birds on the balcony. Joe
and [ Talked about Ann and Janice. We both Think That Ann will be so dev-
asfafed if Janice was the one To do something o Sharon. I hope that
~ Janice just used a poor choice of words. Adam will gef fo the boftom of it.
~ I'thought To myself, I need fo Take a shower. say goodbye fo everyone
~ - and gefTo my rescve. I need To see Lassie and all the fur babies."
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W & We wenffothe dining room, and everyone was there. We said goodbye, and I -\ ¢
'L mentioned, *I need to get fo the rescue to see Lassie." We got fo our car. I said 1o e
Joe thdf [ am going To call Elizabeth. I ook out my phone and dialed her number.
She received on the second ring.I said, *Hi Elizabeth, how are you? Can you meef ==
me df the rescue in about an hour?" Elizabeth answered genlly, "Sure."l wanfed fo >
ask her about Lassie, but I thought I should wait.Joe said, “I am glad you are going 2
fo wail. There is nothing we can do f this Time. When we gel, home is Time
enough. We need 1o be at our rescve with Sandie, Dan, George, and our fur
babies. Thdt Is our family." He added, "In Troubled times, keep a firm grip on the
best of yourself and remain reliable for those you love. You maffer, and so do
They." I loved what Joe said To me. I hugged him and said, "Yes, you are righf,
dear." If fook us about an hour To get home. The closer I gof, the more arilsy I had
‘AN fo face. ;




" | gof out of the car and, as I walked to the barn, I started fo cry. [ walked To Lassie's crale,
B and she did not look good. I know Elizabeth put her on pain meds fo keep her comforfable, but '
she looked sick. I saf in her crale and put her in my arms. She looked af me with Those doe
eyes and licked my hand. “Lassie, I love you. I am happy you lived the last six months here
with all your fur baby friends. I know you wailed for me, sweefie. IT is okay To go and visit
your fur babies in doggy heaven. You have been a wonderful friend To me. I will always
- remember and love you, my girl." She just looked af me, and then she resled her head
 Toward my body and closed her eyes. I could feel her soul leave her. I hugged her Tighter
and sobbed info her hair. She relaxed, and I knew she was in doggy heaven with her fur
baby friends. Joe came info the barn and saw me sobbing in Lassie's crate. He saf with me
and pelled Lassie. Tears fell from his face. He put his head next To mine, and we both cried.
Itis so hard losing a faithful friend. He said, "We have lost so much These last few moriths. I
wantfo wrap Lassie in her blanket. I want fo leave her in the house by the living room fire.
Tomorrow we will put her in our rescue cemelery and say a pray. [ will make her a head~
B sfone with her name and dales. Lef us go inside now, Take a shower, and lay down fogether. |
am sad, and I know you are Too. I do nof want fo be with anyone for The rest of the day or
fonight." I replied, "That's fine, honey. We need each other right now. [ will fell Sandie that we
don' want fo answer the phone foday and ask her fo make sandwiches and a Salad for us
- ~ around five. We can sfay right here, just you and me. I will Tell Dan and George To handle
) everything Today and fonight because we need fime alone in our room." 7
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Joe and I wdiched a nice movie and fook naps. We needed ourselves and solifude for a day.
It helped our minds To clear all that had happened. We Took a shower afler dinner and fell
asleep fo music, hugging each other. We woke vp To a quiet and befter feeling. We showered
‘ and went To the kilchen. Sandie was there with coffee on the Table and eggs, bacon, hash
browns covered in our spofs. She had a red rose on each plafe. I knew if was for Lassie.
Tears came down my cheek. Joe hugged me as I said fo Sandie, “Thank you for being so
thoughtful and caring. We will bury her Today, say a prayer, and Joe will make the head-
sfone. Come sif with us, my friend. I do not know whaf I would do without you being here." She‘.ﬁ-'
smiled and joined us. After having breakfast, Joe said, "I am going To gef starfed on the plot. [
! will lef you know when I will be ready."Sandy and I sat and talked about the three days af the -
~ Murder Mysfery. I fold her we won the free cruise. It was a greaf prize. Five of us alsowon =
‘ fifly dollars from the other seven of us. We won a bef with them. Ther%ias‘l’ day was u
: Vs

A ending before we were coming home
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the nexf day, Monica and Adam overheard Ms. Bindle and Janice talking.
Adam asked us nof To say anything bul beware of what will happen
foday. Just giving you a heads up. Joe came inside and said, "George
and Dan already dug The plof for Lassie. Lef us all go oufside. I will
carry her. We followed Joe oufside carrying Lassie. I slarled fo cry. Joe
laid her in her last liftle box and put The Top on. We said a prayer and put
red roses on The Top of her grave. When they put the dirt back, they will
lay the roses on Top of her grave. We said goodbye To my girl fur baby.




I wanted 1o see the pups. They make me laugh. The bullies are so
quirky. Joe looked df them in the big ring running around, falling over
Themselves and bifing Spof and Daisy Mae’s legs. We laughed as they
were running with Their babies running affer them. We lef all The other
pups oul in The other ring To run freely and play. Nothing befler Than %
- wdiching your fur babies happy and playing. We worked the barn, and [ £
~  did invenlory as Joe made a cross with The name Lassie. He and |
. walked 1o the grave and put her marker df the fop. I said, "God's speed
Lassie. Have fun in doggy heaven." By the time we got done, it was fime
for lunch. I need some coffee, and a soup would be great right now. I
asked, "Sandie? can you make soup?" She replied, "Sure, Lynn, how
about fomalo basil? “Oh Yeah! My favorite, buf you already know tha.
You are so kind. Thank youl" I replled To Sandie.

\




,  The phone rang as we all saf down for soup. Joe and I looked af each ofher. Sandie
~ answered the phone. She said, “If is Adam." Joe replied, “I will fake it.* They spoke for fiffeen
minufes. I asked as he hung up the phone, "What did he have 1o say, Joe?" He replied, "Adam
said That he called Janice and Ms. Bindle info The office. Miss Bindle denied They spoke of
anything other than Ann and Sharon. Adam fold them that he overheard what they said.
Janice said [ Took if ouf of confexl. Yes, she wanis To dafe Ann, bul it is Too early because of
Sharon’s passing. He has one of his defectives Take Ms. Bindle info another room. He gof all
her information, including where she was when Sharon got shof and was in the hospital.
Adam said thal she was af home in Colorado sfudying The Murder Mystery. There is no one
there To prove i, but she did have her airplane Tickef when she landed here. Adam also said

—  hetalked fo Janice, and she fold him she did not know Sharon much t all. When they were at

The High School Together, Sharon was the Principle, and she was a Teacher. There was nof
much inferaction. Adam also said thaf he checked ouf Ann as the invesfigation went on. Adam

said he knew she was nof the person who was involved with the shoofing. He is invesfigafing

The times she was at the hospilal, especially the day Sharon passed. He will slop by lafer and
falk o vs.” Joe and I talked about what Adam said. We discussed and tried To think of what
They heard as of right or Took if ouf of confext. | am somewhaf skepfical of Ms. Bindle. She

was not Thal friendly on the ship before or affer the Murder Myslery. I said To Joe, "l was
surprised that Janice knew Ms. Bindle.” The doorbell rang, and Sandie let Adamirf




He mef us in The living room. He got himself a drink and sat down.
asked, "Adam, what else are you thinking?" He replied, "OK, well, I had a
meeling with everyone thal has been involved in the shooting and death.

Tomorrow we will have a warrant served To Janice and Ms. Bindle.

Janice, we Think, brought Ms. Bindle info The situaion. We Think she paid
Ms. Bindle To steal the jewelry. By the way, Janice owns The ring."
Joe inferrupfed and asked, “How do you know thai?" Adam added, “I had
the forensic lab look df the ring closer. They came up with the initials that
had been worn down, and the inifials are JY. Those are Janice's infials!
[ will grill her again, aboul the slore I feel she shof af the jewelry store
and murdered Sharon That day in the hospifal." I was speechless. “Wow, I
was not suspecting thaf af all, Addam." *I know, it is an inleresling mysfery
solved!" I starfed To cry and got up from the Table. If was hard for me o
believe Two women would plan something like this and kill @ woman just
because yov wanfed her pariner. Adam lefl, Joe and I just saf being
exhausted over whaf we heard. Tomorrow They will be picked up, and
police will search their houses. The mysfery is over!
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We went info The bedroom and saf with the puppies. Spof and Daisy Mae
cuddled with us, and we held them and teased Spof and gof vp and Took
them info the hallway. Spot starfed barking and ran fo Joe and jumped
upon him. Joe laughed and gave Spot back his pup. Spot nose buffed him
back To the bedroom. We laughed and thought that our life is very bless- =
ed. We woke up 1o the news splashed across the screen with Janice and
Ms. Bindle's picfures. They have been arresfed for murder and burglary.

They inferviewed Ann, and she was crying and upsef Thaf her friend -
would do This To someone she loved. My phone was ringing off The wall. I "
Just lef it ring ill lafer. I needed fime fo dlgesT all thal happened these last |

~ few months. Qur barn is shuf down for now due to the virus, and the
rescved fur babies are all doing welll 7
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IR A few weeks lafer, Joe and I called everyone over for a BBQ. We needed g
our friends, and our friends said They needed us To laugh and move on.
Everyone came over and mef in the backyard. We made drinks and
foasts. The BBQ was gredfl I said, "I would like To make this foast fo
Sharon, who is waiching from heaven. Itis time To move on. Itis fime To
realize That life is Tissve paper, and we will live each day as if iTis our
last- Dance as if no one is wafching! Love as if you have never been _
B hurll" We all needed a good time. The pandemic is slowing down, there (gl
B will be a day when we can dance as we once did, yet This is a good Time &
with memories we can share and keep for now. Hopefully, They will open
The country so we can go To South Korea. Elizabeth and Maryanne are
happy To be able fo join Joe and me. Laier thdf night, | menfioned To Joe,
" "[1hink we need more people To come with us To North Korea. I wantfo
k bring back at least fiffeen dogs. Who do you think we can get? Should we §
R, pul an ad in the paper or call other rescues fo see if anyone would like, .4
To go with us?"
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THERE WE
G0 AGAIN!
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-~ Joe said, "Thdf is a gredt ideal I wantfo concentrafe on Labradors, gold' .

~ ens, German Shephard's and bull ferriers. We made greaf money on the *

bully puppies, even on those two you decided To keep!" I said, “I couldn™

~~lef go of all the bullies. I like thaf I kept brindle and spud eye. We can
" breed them in one year. Besides, Spot and Daisy Mae were so sad To see *
the Three fur-babies go. They kept looking all over the grounds, barn, =

and house of them. They will not leave the other fwo. I fook pictures of &

them dragging their Two puppies around." I asked Joe, "Did you call the
shelfers in South Korea?" He replied, "Yes. I found four To pursue when
~ we getthere. [ have collected all the information. I fold them we would %
- like Them bathed and vaccindled. They all will be sending The piclures so
that we can decide on the ones we wanf fo fake home." I added, “That's
greal! I will put an ad in the paper for experienced dog trainers who

~  would like To travel To South Korea. Joe, you can vef the prospecfive
people, and Adam can do the background checks." Joe replied, “Lynn,
thal's great. We are finally back on track affer all we have been through. ~
e It will be nice To see ancther counfry.
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I researched South Korea, and it seems as if Tourists loved the hospifaliy
They offered. We can also do Tourist stuff, and especially we will be
hiring people To help us. I want fo see the SMZ zone since we will be
There. Maybe we can go To the museum also." I chuckled and replied,

“Whatever you and anyone else wants To do, [ am ready!" Three weeks
|afer, the president allowed for limiled Travel. The criferia would be a

negafive COVID-19 fest for who is going o the counifry. I also depends on

the counlry and how many people have the virus. [ checked on The infer-
nef for South Korea, and they are one of the couniries we can fravel fo

because they have a virus rale of 2% of the total populafion. I did a con-
ference call with Maryanne and Sandie. I greefed them and said, "Hey

guys, we can go! Gef your passporls ready, and we will leave in approxi-
mafely Two To Three weeks depending on the people we hire." I added,

"The response for work was phenomenal. Joe and I read Their resumes,

and we decided to select fwo men and one woman. All the three are in

Their thirties; and I called them To schedule their inferview Tomorrow." [

ended up The conference call,
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f‘,f@ and we were edfing dinner when Adam called. He asked fo come over. I~
~ replied, "Sure." We afe and had coffee ready with dessert when Adam
gof there. He said down, buf he did nof look that great. I asked him, “What ¢
is up, Adam?" He said, "I have a problem with Sharon's death. We =
searched Janice's house and found the gun. We fested the gun,, and itis =
. the same gun that injured Sharon. We figured Ms. Brindle was good for
- the jewels. The men who searched her house did nof find the jewelry.
So, we had o let her go unlil we up, but can Tie her To something. Janice
gave her There is no proof. We are af a standslill with who did the rob-
_ bery. Janice said They were Together when Sharon was shot. Janice said
i she remembers her. Debra Bindle put the jewelry in a sack. She swears 4
- she gave itto me, but I know she did not. [ fold Janice we could nofdo *
anything buf keep an eye on her. She is going on trial for shooling
& Sharon and putting drugs in her IV That killed her. Janice will be away <5
- for a long fime." Adam could see the pain on my face, so he decidedTo ¥
' change the Topic and asked me, “So, you are going To South Korea. How
¥ exciling. How many dogs do you want To bring back? Who is going with
% you?" [ said, "I wantTo bring home fifleen dogs. Maryanne, Elizabeth,
& and three people we are inferviewing fomorrow. Speaking of thaf, can &
'3 you do background checks for me?" Adam replied, "No problem, Lynn.
. . Give me the names if you accept them, and I will do that." Adam leffso 4
s dishearlened. [ felf sorry for him. o
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~ Joe and [ laid in bed and wdiched The news. My fur babies were nexiTo ©
~ us in Their bed. Joe and [ sfarfed o laugh. Spot and Daisy Mae had their
~ head on both their babies. No one was taking them! I fold Joe if was fime
To nhame them. I said in excifement, "We need To name them. I Think the
girl should have the name, Queen. The boy, I think King. What do you
think?" Joe laughed and replied, “That's cufe." The morning sun was
~ bright. The wedther looked gredt. It was nice fo wake vp To the Sun Shin-
" ing brightly. The puppies were whining while they afe. Spof kept vigil. I
. said fo Spof, "When you are ready fo go out, come info the kifchen." He <
said, "Woof Woof!"




The firsT person 1o inferview was a young woman. She was thirly-Two
and worked af a neighboring rescue. She was The manager. She Took
care of the dog's vaccindlions and would Teach them not fo jump up on
pofential buyers. I checked her resume and liked what I saw. She lived
in Austin. She was single, never married, and not in a relafionship af
present. [ Told her Thaf I would call her boss, and if all is well with the
background check, she is in. I Told her we would leave in Two weeks from
this Salurday. Prospective #2 was male, 35 years old, living in Liberly
Hill. He works af a rescue in Seguin. He is responsible for feeding
and wafering all The dogs. He makes sure They are well and not in need
of help. He is married with one son. [ liked his resume. He has lived in
California, where he also did dog Rescue. I Told him the same thing as I

Told the young lady. The Third person was male, 39 years old. He man=
ages a rescve in San Anfonio. He has been there for 15 yearsagd is
experienced in all aspects of dog rescve.
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I sat with Joe and Told him I liked all Three of them. I will call
their rescues that they worked for in a few minutes. I made a cup of
coffee and made my calls. They went well since They will go back To
Their jobs. The rescues are happy they are Traveling o find ouf how To

bring home dogs. The nex day we woke up To puppies crying. Spat and
Daisy Mae were sill sleeping. The pups were hungry. Joe and I picked
them up and brought them oulside To feed them. They were on puppy
food now. We were in The kifchen long when Spot and Daisy Mae came
running oul. They saw their pups edling and laid down next o the food
bowl and watched them. I feel bad that They Think we are going To give
them away. They evenlually will see thaf we are keeping them. Adam
called and asked To come by for breakfast. I said, "Sure. Is Monica
coming also?" He said, "Yes. See you in about an hour." I replied, "Ok. We
will have breakfast and coffee ready.” I asked Joe, "I wonder whaf is
~ up. He did not sound good df all. I Think this investigdfion is geffing To
Adam." Sandie made French foasf and eggs. Homemade jelly and sug-
; ar-cinnamon mixiure. /
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dered. [ said, "Please sif down and relax. You both look as if you have nof slepf
well." Monica said, "Adam is so upsel about this murder. He is upsef because he

~ Thought it was solved, but it was not. We had breakfast fogether and falked a'lof

aboul The murder. Adam said, "It is sfill unsolved. Janice sfill swears thaf Debra
has the jewelry. We cannof do anything unfil we find the jewels. We are looking

" info her possibly having a safe deposif box. No bank has acknowledged there is a

box in her name. We think thal maybe Janice might be covering for herself.
There is no way To know. The investigdlion will sfay open, and we have To work
for other angles.” I replied, “I am sorry o hear that. Please lef me know if you

. '. The bell rang, and Joe answered it. "Hi, guys, come in." Adam and Monica did nof S
~ look good. They both looked like they did not sleep much since Sharon was mur-

need Maryanne and my help. We have Talked about geffing our PI license, and we

are checking info whaf we need and what courses we need o Take df a communi-

ty college To get our license." It is sfill a mystery as fo how Debra fifs info This.
Janice slands firm on her conviclions thaf Debra has the jewels. Life has many
Twists and furns, and This mystery is sfill unsolved! Joe said, "We all have fo move
on, and Adam, you will be able o figure it out. You always do." As they lefl, Adam
reiferdfed, “This murder is nof solved, as I have said before. I will keep on it. I still
Think Janice is hiding something. Debra swears she gave the jewels fo Janice. This
murder mysfery is definifely a Who did it
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